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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

New District Level Administrators Announced 
 

Deputy Superintendent of Support Operations:  Dr. Rick Culross 
Rick Culross joins the district as the new Deputy Superintendent of Support 
Operations.  Dr. Culross brings a wealth of school experiences to our 
district.  He has 21 years of experience in education, including five years of 
teaching middle school in Dalton, Georgia, four years as Assistant Principal 
and four years as Principal at Simon Kenton High School in Independence, 
Kentucky.  He then directed Pupil Personnel and Student Services in Kenton 

County.  The last three years have seen him serve the Scott County School System in the roles of 
Director of Student Services and Director of Human Resources. During this time, he also 
supervised transportation and school safety and worked very closely in collaboration with the 
departments of nutrition services, finance, maintenance, and facilities. 
 
Culross earned his bachelor’s degree from Eastern Kentucky University, his masters in Special 
Education from University of Alabama, his principal certification from University of West 
Georgia, and his Director of Pupil Personnel and Superintendent certifications from Xavier 
University.  Most recently, Culross completed his education doctorate at Northern Kentucky 
University in 2011.  
 
Dr. Culross and his wife Jerri reside in Central Kentucky.  They have two children, Elise and 
Lucie.  Culross said, “I’m very excited to be joining the Montgomery County School District 
family.  I look forward to joining the school community and working with students, staff, 
teachers, administrators and all stakeholders in the school community.” 
 
 

Chief Academic Officer:  Renee Boots 
Renee Boots joins the district as the new Chief Academic Officer.  
 
Mrs. Boots has 30 years of experience in areas including teacher, assistant 
principal, secondary curriculum coordinator, and high school principal.  For 
the past 8 years, Mrs. Boots has guided Campbell County High School to 
unprecedented levels of student learning and achievement, resulting in a 



Distinguished/Progressing classification and label as a High Performing School at the 94th 
percentile. 

 
Ms. Boots received her bachelor's degree from the University of Kentucky, her master’s degree 
from Northern Kentucky University and her administrative and superintendent certifications 
from Xavier University.   
      
Her husband also has had a career in education both as a teacher and coach.   They have twin 
daughters, one of whom is a student at UK and the other a student at U of L.   Ms. Boots stated, 
“I am so pleased to come to Montgomery County and join a school system which has many great 
things happening for students.  I strive to be student centered in all of my decisions.  I look 
forward to working with all stakeholders in the district, sharing the goal of every student learning 
every day.”    
 

Director of Pupil Personnel:  Hopey Newkirk 
The new Director of Pupil Personnel for Montgomery County Schools is a 
familiar face; Hopey Newkirk.  Ms. Newkirk has served in many different 
administrative roles throughout her career in Montgomery County Schools 
which include a previous time as Director of Pupil Personnel and as 
principal at McNabb Middle School.  She has also been a district level 
administrator in other settings and has experiences as a teacher and as a 
counselor.  Her background experiences have allowed her to hit the ground 

running.  She has already proven to be a tremendous asset in this role.   
 
Ms. Newkirk stated, “I am tickled to be back in Montgomery County and thrilled to be part of 
the administrative team.  I am excited about working to create and refine programs which 
emphasize student success and remove barriers to learning.” 
 
 

Director of Special Education:  Arden Goodman 
Arden Goodman joins the Montgomery County team as the new Director of 
Special Education.  She has an extremely wide range of experience in the 
realm of special education.  She has served as a special education teacher, 
preschool special education teacher, diagnostician, and for the past 7 years 
has been an assistant director of special education.  She has also taught 

special education classes at the post-secondary level.  Mrs. Goodman is involved in advocacy for 
children with disabilities at the state level.  She currently serves as the conference treasurer for 
the KY Council for Exceptional Children and is also a Past-President of KYCEC. 
  
She has an undergraduate degree in Elementary and Special Education from the State University 
of NY at Plattsburgh, a master’s degree from Georgetown College, and Director of Special 
Education Certification from the University of Kentucky and Xavier. 
 
She has two daughters, Nicole and Erika, and lives in Georgetown, KY with her husband, 
Paul.   Ms. Goodman stated, “I am looking forward to working with staff and families in 
Montgomery County.   My goal is to provide support and professional development which will 
ensure that students with disabilities have the high-quality, specially designed instruction and 
services that they require.”  


