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October 13, 2015 
 
Dear Montgomery County School Community, 
 
With this letter, we are asking for your help in stopping very poor behavior by a very small 
number of students.  In the past week, two general threats were found on bathroom walls at 
McNabb Middle School.  This afternoon, an anonymous threat was found written on a bathroom 
wall at the Montgomery County Intermediate School.  While we fully believe these messages 
lack credibility and are copying events depicted in the recent news, out of an abundance of care, 
the District has made the decision to close all schools and childcare on Wednesday, October 14, 
2015.  Fall break will remain as scheduled, beginning Thursday, October 15, 2015 through 
Monday, October 19, 2015.  Classes will resume on Tuesday, October 20, 2015. 
 
District administration is working with our city police, sheriff and fire departments to conduct a 
complete search of the building and fully investigate the threat.  Over fall break we are taking 
several measures to make sure students and staff are safe upon their return including, but not 
limited to: 
 

• Increased presence from administration, staff, and law enforcement who will be working 
as a team to ensure safety for all students and staff 

• A talk and text tipline has been created at 859-279-4300 to allow for anyone to report 
possible unsafe conditions 

• Comprehensive safety checks are being conducted at all facilities 
• District leaders and school administrators will review and tighten all safety and security 

measures 
• Administrators will speak to students Tuesday about choices, decision making, safety, 

reporting unsafe conditions to adults, and expectations for all students 
 
Please be assured your students are safe and well taken care of at Montgomery County Schools 
at all times.  The teachers, administrators, and our district leaders care about your children’s 
safety and well-being.  We do not want the actions and poor choices of a small number of 
students to impact our district, and influence student learning.   
 
WHERE WE NEED YOUR HELP 
We are asking you to speak to students and see if they have specific details about any student or 
students involved in writing these threats or others.  Student safety is the result of all working 
together.  If any student, parent, or any staff member knows of any unsafe condition, it is critical 
that it be reported immediately.  If your children share specific information, report it to the 
school administrators immediately or call or text the tipline at 859-279-4300.  
 



 

 

 

We will continue to investigate these anonymous threats.  When those responsible are found, 
they will face the most severe school disciplinary measures possible and also will face all 
appropriate criminal charges, as well as retribution for all services and losses incurred during the 
search and school closure.  Any future threats will be dealt with similarly.   
 
As a team of educators, parents, and students, not only will we get through the events of the last 
few weeks, these events will make us stronger for the future.  Please join our team efforts in 
continuing to make Montgomery County Schools the safe and wonderful district it always has 
been. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Matthew Thompson, Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Culross, Deputy Superintendent of Support Operations 
Chris Barrier, Director of Law Enforcement 
Renee Boots, Chief Academic Officer 
Jacqui Johnston, Chief Administrative Officer 
Hopey Newkirk, Director of Pupil Personnel 


