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Safe and Secure 

 
Officers Rita Ballard, Jack Adams, Chris Barrier, Mike Martin, and Tim Brown 

 

Students and parents have seen several new faces this school year, in the schools and on the 
sidewalks during student drop off and pick up times, in the form of additional police officers.  
The school system has been commended for having its own police department, which was 
established in 2009.  With approximately 5,000 students and 700 staff members entering, exiting, 
attending, and working in the schools each day, it is no surprise that the Commission for School 
Safety and Security recommended increasing the number of officers in the district.   The 
Commission included law enforcement, safety and security officials from throughout the County, 
as well as students and school employees, and held two public forums to receive parent and 
community input.  

The three new officers are retired from the Mt. Sterling Police Department and, combined, have 
more than sixty years of law enforcement experience ranging from financial management to 
classroom instruction.  Jack Adams (who worked with the department previously on a part-time 
basis), Tim Brown, and Rita Ballard joined Officers Mike Martin and Chris Barrier on the 
Montgomery County Schools Police Department.  Officer Adams is certified as a School 
Resource Officer and both he and Officer Brown are certified in Emergency Respond Rapid 



Deployment.  Each of the officers will continue to receive specialized training.  Officer Ballard 
will complete School Resource Officer certification this summer. 

The expansion of the School Police Department allows for more widespread security and 
implementation of safety plans, as well as an opportunity for students and parents to become 
more comfortable and interact with officers.  Officers Adams and Brown are assigned full-time 
in the elementary and intermediate schools.  Officer Ballard serves part-time at different schools, 
as needed.  Officers Martin and Barrier provide coverage at the middle and high schools. 
Officers are also available to assist during sporting and other large crowd events, dances, field 
trips, home visits with Family Resource and Youth Service Center staff, graduations, etc.   

Officer Mike Martin, who serves as Director of Law Enforcement, has already seen several 
positive changes as a result of having additional officers in the schools, not the least of which is 
the student response.  “I have worked in the district for several years so students recognize me 
and call me by name.  Now they approach me to ask, ‘Do you know my officer at my school?’ 
calling that officer by name.”  He states that this is the type of ownership and familiarity needed 
for officers to effectively monitor school interactions and eliminate potential security risks. 

Dr. Joshua Powell, Superintendent, said that he is pleased to see the recommendations of the 
Commission put into action.  “We are very fortunate in Montgomery County to be able to 
provide this level of security for our students and staff, especially in view of tragic school events 
that have occurred throughout the country in recent years.  Improvements that have been made to 
the Montgomery County School Police Department are indicative of the level of attention that 
must be focused on every aspect of the school program to realize our goal of becoming top 10 in 
everything we do.” 


