
MONTGOMERY COUNTY SCHOOLS 
NEWS RELEASE  

August 11, 2014 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  Alison Hubbard  

Office: 859-497-8760                                  E-Mail: alison.hubbard@montgomery.kyschools.us 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Generous Donation Supports Literacy Program 
 

 
Pictured left to right:  Literacy Team Members Paula Rison, Tammy White, Diana Jackson, and Dudley 
Napier; Spears Stilz; Alison Hubbard, District Assessment Coordinator; Catherine Rush, Literacy Team 
Member; Cliff Stilz; Linda Stilz. Not pictured:  Literacy Team Member Michelle Justice, Education 
Foundation President, Dr. Edward Roberts.  

 
Jacqueline Kennedy once stated, “There are many little ways to enlarge your child's world.  Love 
of books is the best of all.”  Thanks to a generous donation from the Jay Stilz Memorial Fund 
through the Montgomery County Education Foundation, children in the Montgomery County 
School System can develop a life-long love of reading and develop literacy skills that will ensure 
success throughout their lives.   

A total of $20,075 was awarded to Camargo Elementary School, Mapleton Elementary School, 
and Mt. Sterling Elementary School to strengthen the reading program and continue the districts’ 
mission of ensuring that every child can read at grade level or above.  The Montgomery County 
Schools Literacy Team developed a plan for the most effective use of the funds.  Multiple sets of 
“leveled readers” will be purchased for use by reading intervention teachers.  As part of the 
reading initiative, previously used reading sets were distributed throughout classrooms for all 
students to use.  This donation will provide newer book sets for intervention teachers to use in 
small group settings.  This, coupled with continued implementation of Orton-Gillingham reading 
strategies, will allow for more teaching and learning consistency among the elementary schools.   

According to Mr. Cliff Stilz, the donation is a representation of sustained and generous 
community support.  “We cannot adequately express how much our family appreciates the many 



elements of support we have received from this community over the past 15 years.  Many 
individuals and businesses have participated and sponsored the annual Jay Stilz Memorial golf 
tournament, which has provided financial support. The Montgomery County Education 
Foundation has cooperated and upheld our cause administratively.  As former educators, Mr. 
David Points and Mr. Dan Reeder have shared sage advice since the outset of our endeavors. We 
also appreciate many others who have offered helpful advice and direction from time to time. We 
have constantly been encouraged by, and received full cooperation from, all school boards, 
superintendents and administrators from the beginning to the present.”  

The Jay Stilz Memorial Fund, via the Montgomery County Education Foundation, has 
contributed funds for various projects over the years, including the purchase of computers and 
software programs, funding for specialized teacher professional development, tuition fees, 
reading celebrations, and more.  In addition to the current $20,075 donation, the Fund recently 
donated $3,000 to provide for establishment of a library at the Early Learning Center to benefit 
preschool students.  The money will also be used to give free books to all preschool students in 
the district four times per year.  

Superintendent of Schools, Joshua E. Powell, PhD, was very grateful for the support for the 
literacy program and the school system.  “I am not surprised that the community, family and 
friends of Jay Stilz, and the Education Foundation provided this gift for the children of 
Montgomery County.  It was evident after my arrival in Montgomery County that its citizens are 
compassionate, caring and involved.  This gift will enhance the lives of Montgomery County 
students for years to come.” 


