
 

TEACHER FEATURE 

Diana Jackson 

My name is Diana Jackson and I am honored to be a Reading Interventionist at Mapleton 
Elementary School.  I have a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and a Master’s degree in 
Educational Technology, both from Morehead State University.  This is my ninth year teaching in 
Montgomery County.    

I am currently a literacy team member for Powell’s Prority: iRead to Succeed.  Our district goal is 
to have all students reading on grade level by the exit of third grade.  The focus for the initiative is 
assisting students with reading barriers to help them become successful readers.  I equip students with 
reading strategies that assist with decoding and comprehension. In my classroom, students are learning 
to make real-life connections to the text; learning to think about the text before, during, and after 
reading, and questioning strategies to better understand the text.   Students are actively engaged in the 
learning process and are consistently challenged to reach their utmost potential.   

 Each child is unique with their own special talents and abilities.  I consider it a privilege to work 
with such talented individuals. As an educator, I am pleased to be a part of such a wonderful and 
supportive community which I know will soon be a leading district in Kentucky.   We’re focused on the 
individual learner and every day is new opportunity to learn and grow.  Reading with a child greatly 
impacts their future.  I would like to encourage all community members to take part in Powell’s Priority: 
iRead to Succeed.  If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact a literacy team member for 
additional information.  



TEACHER FEATURE 

Stephanie Baker 

 

I am a third grade teacher at Mapleton Elementary.   I received my bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education through Arizona State University. I have a master’s degree in Educational 
Technology from Morehead State University.  In December, I will have a second master’s 
degree in Teacher Leadership from the University of the Cumberlands.  I have taught in 
Montgomery County for 7 years.  

Third grade is the bridge between primary and intermediate grades. So, this year my students 
will learn to become more independent thinkers. Students will begin to further justify their 
answers, instead of simply providing an answer. In math, they will learn a range of concepts 
from multiplication to determining equivalent fractions. Third grade is a transition from 
learning to read to reading to learn. Students will learn various strategies and skills to apply 
while reading to improve comprehension of text and gain knowledge. There will be integration 
of 21st Century Skills in the form of collaboration and technology throughout the school year.  

My favorite quote is “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” I enjoy 
helping students achieve more than they ever thought was possible. It’s very rewarding to 
watch a child move from needing assistance with a concept to fully understanding it. I strive to 
lead students to being their very best and reach success.   
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