
 

TEACHER FEATURE 

Penny Queen 

My name is Penny Queen and I have been given the wonderful opportunity to teach reading at 
Montgomery County Intermediate School. I attended Anderson University in Indiana and 
Morehead State University.  I have been working in the Montgomery County School System 
since 1989.  Prior to working full-time in Montgomery County, I was a substitute teacher, a Title 
I Reading teacher, and taught one year of private school. I began teaching full-time at Camargo 
in 1991.  My teaching experiences include stints in 1st-6th grade.  When my youngest child went 
to middle school, I decided to try my hand at teaching middle school.   This is my 10th year in 6th 
grade, and I absolutely love teaching this age group.  

This year my students are learning about many literary genres including fiction, nonfiction 
(informational), and poetry.  Learning about all genres of literature will be beneficial to my 
students throughout their lives regardless of the career path they may choose. Reading is a skill 
that my students will use during the course of their entire lives.  In my class, we focus on 
learning effective strategies that make a good reader including determining main idea, making 
inferences and mastering comprehension skills.  

As a child growing up, the only thing I ever dreamed about being was a teacher. I played school 
every single day. In high school, I had a teacher that really influenced my love for education.  
Mrs. Paula Adams, my Latin teacher, showed me a love of teaching and love for her students.  
After that, I never looked back.  I went to Anderson University for my undergraduate degree, 
but I always knew I would return to Montgomery County and teach.  I grew up a Camargo kid, 
and I was thrilled when Mr. Charles Wills gave me an opportunity to return to Camargo 
Elementary as a teacher. It would give me a chance to give back.  Through the years, I have 
been so blessed to work with hundreds of students.  I would have to say the most rewarding 
part of my job is seeing my students experience a taste of success. Watching students succeed 
is what makes me want to come to school every single day. 

 



 

TEACHER FEATURE 

Christy Rose 

My name is Christy Rose and I have the incredible privilege of teaching the most fantastic 
students in the world! I teach 6th grade math at Montgomery County Intermediate School.  I 
attended Eastern Kentucky University where I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 
Education and my Master’s Degree in Instructional Leadership.  I am currently enrolled at the 
University of the Cumberlands and am pursuing my Rank 1 in Supervisor of Instruction.  I have 
been teaching in the Montgomery County School System for 4 years.  Prior to working in 
Montgomery County I taught for 4 years in the Powell County School System and 2 years in 
Phenix City, Alabama.  

This year my students are learning to approach mathematical problems by critical thinking and 
strategic trial and error.  I work to create a classroom environment that encourages exploration 
and the belief that it is “a great day to be wrong”.  Being wrong is evidence that the students 
are trying to solve a problem and in that moment of struggle, students eventually find success.  
We also progress from manipulatives and hands-on exploration to abstract reasoning so 
students must learn to persevere when approaching mathematical problems.  In the future, I 
would love to facilitate a self-paced classroom where each child can work toward mastery of 
mathematical skills at their own rate.  With the recent 1:1 initiative, a self-paced classroom will 
be much easier to accomplish and will launch students into the 21st century of learning!   

I am one of the fortunate few that can say that I truly love what I do and being able to do it in 
Montgomery County is just icing on the cake!!  My grandfather was a principal and I grew up  



“teaching” after school each day in the classrooms of my grandfather’s school.  I loved 
everything about being in a school building and I have always been a huge nerd so a profession 
in the field of education was the natural thing to do.  I teach, however, because I want to stand 
in the gap for those students who need that extra motivation, encouragement, love and 
attention that they may not otherwise get.  I teach in hopes that I may positively affect the 
future of my students.  I can say with assurance that my life is better because I have been given 
the opportunity to work with passionate, determined teachers and students in Montgomery 
County.  It is, without a doubt, a great day to be an Indian. 
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