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Senator Palmer Receives Friend of Education Award 
 

 

 Montgomery County Schools, Mt. Sterling, KY —As one of the sponsors of Senate Bill 43, 
Senator R. J. Palmer once again demonstrated his support of education and his commitment to 
students, their families and the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  With the passage of 
SB 43 special needs students who finish high school have an opportunity to receive an 
alternative high school diploma from their local board of education, rather than a certificate of 
attainment. A subsequent change to Kentucky Administrative Regulation 704 KAR 3:305 by the 
Kentucky Board of Education also allowed school boards to award the diplomas retroactively. 

Senator Palmer was on hand in Montgomery County on May 30th to see the culmination 
of his efforts as alternative diplomas were awarded to fourteen eligible students, and presented to 
those who were in attendance.  The diplomas will provide the students with expanded options 
after high school graduation, including employment opportunities that are only available for 
individuals with diplomas, as well as career training and continued education considerations. 

In conjunction with the alternative diploma presentation, Dr. Joshua Powell, 
Superintendent of the Montgomery County School System, awarded Senator Palmer with a 
special Friend of Education plaque.  Senator Palmer was so designated due to his foresight and 
persistence in bring SB 43 to fruition, and for his continued overall support for education in 
Montgomery County and Kentucky. 



Dr. Powell shared the sentiment behind the Friend of Education award. “Senator Palmer 
epitomizes what state governance and leadership should be.  He is focused on issues that make a 
difference in the quality of the lives of those he serves, and his actions positively improve and 
impact society.” 

 “I was honored to be part of the graduation and to be recognized for the work that I do, 
but I don’t do it for recognition, I do it for our children and the state of Kentucky,” said Senate 
Minority Floor Leader R.J. Palmer II, D-Winchester.  “I was happy to support Senate Bill 43.  It 
rights a wrong.  All students deserve to get a diploma if they complete the curriculum given to 
them.  This is important because it duly rewards and encourages hard work and dedication to 
complete high school.  The alternative diploma not only gives students a feeling of success, but 
also opens doors for continued success through job and training opportunities after high school.” 

 


