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Quote of the Week – “The biggest tragedy in America is not the great waste of natural 
resources – though this is tragic; the biggest tragedy is the waste of human resources because 
the average person goes to his grave with his music still in him.” – Oliver Wendell Holmes 
 
Vote for Your Favorite Banner – Each school district has been invited to design a banner for 
display at the 83rd Annual Kentucky School Boards Association Conference scheduled for 
February 22-24 at the Galt House in Louisville. The banners are a very important 
contribution to the conference, reminding attendees of schools' primary focus -- learning and 
learners. In order to be displayed at the conference, the banner must identify the school 
district and depict the conference theme:  

"Kentucky School Boards: Educate. Equip. Empower” 

Only one banner from each school district is allowed. We are asking our students, staff, and 
community to vote for the one that will represent Montgomery County at the KSBA 
Conference. Please click here to vote for your favorite choice. Voting will end Monday, 
February 4 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmh2zJBD0jWFe5gNgmQ7lB0j6W9WyTO0_1PKjTy0ITUAHlJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Celebrating Success – (1) Camargo held their school 
spelling bee on Friday.  Keegan Miller was the winner 
and Kylee Grubb was runner-up; (2) The McNabb 
Academic Team are District Champions!  The team 
placed first in both quick recall and future problem 
solving; (3) Aaron Ouderkirk and Samuel Smallwood 
won first place in the 8th Region Bowling Tournament 
in unified bowling, qualifying for state competition; 
(4) Senior Garrett Smith signed with Midway 
University last week to play golf at the next level and 
continue his education. 
 
Student Attendance – Attendance was once again dismal across the district last week, with 
several of our schools posting attendance days below 90%. The good news is that the highest 
daily and weekly percentages were posted by Mt. Sterling Elementary, which had the lowest 
rates in the district the previous week. MSE had a daily high of 91.28% and a weekly high of 
90.25%. 
 
Valentine’s Plans – Valentine’s Day is less 
than three weeks away. Please join us in 
reminding students and parents that glass 
items and balloons cannot be transported on 
the school buses due to safety issues. 
 
Dates: 
 

• Jan. 29-Feb. 1 – Kindness Week, MSE & Northview 
• Jan. 30 – Spelling Bee, 8:00 a.m., MSE 
• Jan. 30 – Spelling Bee, 9:30 a.m., Mapleton 
• Jan. 31 – Spelling Bee, 9:00 a.m., McNabb 
• Feb. 1 – Spelling Bee, 8:30 a.m., Northview 
• Feb. 2 – Daddy/Daughter Dance, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Mapleton 
• Feb. 5 – Winter Writing/Reading Night, 5:30-7:00 p.m., Northview 
• Feb. 8 – Snowball Dance, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Northview 
• Feb. 8 – Student-Alumni Appreciation Night, 7:30 p.m., MCHS Arena 
• Feb. 11-15 – Kindness Week, Camargo & Mapleton 
• Feb. 11 – SBDM Meeting, 4:15 p.m., McNabb 
• Feb. 12 – SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m., Mapleton 
• Feb. 13 – SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Feb. 13 – SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m., MSE 
• Feb. 13 – Northview SBDM Meeting, 3:45 p.m. 
• Feb. 18 – No School – President’s Day 
• Feb. 20 – SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Northview 
• Feb. 21 – SBDM, Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS 



• Feb. 21 – Community Forum on Vaping, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• Feb. 22 – Shrek Jr., 7:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Feb. 23 – KMEA Instrumental Solo & Ensemble, 8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., MCHS 
• Feb. 23 – Shrek Jr., 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Feb. 24. – Shrek Jr., 3:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Mar. 1 – Black History Program, 1:30 p.m., Camargo 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

A New Twist on Peer Editing with Pennsylvania Eighth Graders  
              In this EdSurge article, Pennsylvania teacher Karen McDonald says she was 
beginning to have doubts about having her eighth graders peer-edit each other’s research 
papers. Her go-to prompt for research papers, usually written in March, is the Billy Joel 
song, “We Didn’t Start the Fire.” Students pick one of the many events in the song 
(McCarthyism, Vietnam, the Pepsi/Coca-Cola wars), do research, and produce a five-page 
paper. McDonald’s first concern was that students were resistant to peer editing; after 
working hard digging up information and writing their five pages, most students just 
wanted to hand in their paper and be done with it. In addition, McDonald says her students 
spent so much time on their phones after school that they weren’t very adept at face-to-
face conversation. Did they have the interpersonal skills to respond to each other’s writing 
positively and constructively and add value? 

Last spring, she decided to try a new approach to peer editing: covering students’ 
names so classmates wouldn’t know whose paper they were commenting on. “As soon as I 
mentioned that word, ‘anonymously,’” says McDonald, “the mood in the room shifted and 
students sat up a bit straighter in their seats.” All the printed-out papers were laid out on 
tables at the back of the classroom, names covered in washi tape (easily removable later 
on), with a large orange and pink sticky note on each one. Students were instructed to pick 
a paper at random, follow three steps, return it, and take a second. Students were to write: 

- Two things they liked about the paper on the pink sticky note; 
- Things they felt needed improvement on the orange sticky note; 
- Corrections in spelling, style, and usage right on the paper. 

As students chose the first of their two papers, there was “an air of excitement in the room,” 
says McDonald. “We had never tried this before, and they were eager to get started.” One 
super-anxious student asked, “You mean no one will know I read their paper, and I won’t 
know who read mine?” Yes. The anonymity made her and everyone else relax, and they 
worked diligently making corrections and writing comments, producing a plethora of 
helpful feedback.  



            Students then had a week to revise and edit their papers based on the suggestions 
from their two peer editors. “The activity had a profound effect on their final work,” says 
McDonald. “It is a good day for a teacher when students feel a sense of satisfaction about 
their work, and take their feedback seriously. Now, the process evokes curiosity and 
excitement – not dread. And that is how I want my students to feel about writing.”  
            A few students had trouble incorporating comments and needed hand-holding. 
McDonald’s idea for future years is to build in some individual and small-group 
conferencing and perhaps use high-achieving students as second-stage editors. Based on 
one student’s suggestion, she’s also thinking about building in another round of anonymous 
peer editing.  
 
“How Anonymous Peer Editing Changed the Culture of My Classroom” by Karen McDonald 
in EdSurge, December 13, 2018, https://bit.ly/2Cdxe9F; McDonald can be reached at  
kmcdonald@stjosephrc.org.  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us. 
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