
 

 

 

 

                                                                            

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 (Due to President’s Day) 

In this edition: 

 Quote of the Week\ 

 Celebrating Success 

 Student Attendance 

 Dates  

 Continuous Learning through 
Professional Literature  

 
Quote of the Week – “Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole 
staircase.” – Martin Luther King 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Good luck to the MCHS Swim team 
who will compete Wednesday and Thursday in the state meet; 
(2) FBLA members have been busy; the chapter recently hosted 
a toiletry drive to provide items to the Women’s Refuge Shelter.  
Last week, they traveled to Frankfort for Student Leadership 
Day. Members toured the Governor’s Mansion and the capitol 
building; (3) Mapleton shared kindness to our community last 
week.  Fourth grade students made butterfly stained glass 
designs and delivered to residents at Windsor Care. Another 
group of students visited Sterling Meadows on Valentine’s Day; (4) Amber Philpott visited 
McNabb’s broadcasting and yearbook classes and spoke with students about career choices and 
planning for their future.   
 
Student Attendance – Mapleton came through with the highest one day attendance on 
Thursday with 96.67%.  Northview claimed the weekly high attendance with 95.08%. 
 
Dates: 
 

• Feb. 20 – SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Northview 
• Feb. 21 – SBDM, Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS  
• Feb. 21 – Community Forum on Vaping, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• Feb. 22 – MSE Boosterthon Fun Run 
• Feb. 22 – Shrek Jr., 7:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 

 

Camargo students rose up to 
 “The Great Kindness Challenge”. 



• Feb. 23 – KMEA Instrumental Solo & Ensemble, 
8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., MCHS 

• Feb. 23 – Shrek Jr., 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m., McNabb  
Auditorium 

• Feb. 24. – Shrek Jr., 3:00 p.m., McNabb 
Auditorium 

• Feb. 25-Mar. 1 – Black History Week, MCHS 
• Feb. 25-Mar. 1 – Read Across America Week 
• Mar. 1 – Black History Program, 1:30 p.m., Camargo 
• Mar. 4-8 – Book Fair, Camargo and Mapleton 
• Mar. 7 – Portrait of a Graduate, 6:00 p.m., Jeffersonville Community Center 
• Mar. 7 – Wax Museum, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Mar. 8 – Spring Carnival, 

Northview 
• Mar. 12 – Portrait of a Graduate, 

6:00 p.m., DuBois Community 
Center 

• Mar. 13 –SBDM Meeting, 3:30 
p.m., MSE 

• Mar. 14 – Charlotte’s Web, 6:00 
p.m., Camargo 

• Mar. 15 – No School – KEA Day 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

A More Flexible Approach to Social-Emotional Learning in Schools 
              In this Phi Delta Kappan article, Rebecca Bailey, Laura Stickle, Gretchen Brion-
Meisels, and Stephanie Jones (Harvard Graduate School of Education) affirm the 
importance of social-emotional learning (SEL) – especially for students who enter school 
with any kind of disadvantage. But in their work with educators implementing SEL 
programs around the U.S., the authors have found the following challenges:  

- Some SEL curriculums don’t reflect students’ experiences, and at times oversimplify 
or ignore students’ real-world problems. 

- Many SEL programs aren’t aligned with children’s stages of development, often 
teaching the same set of skills across the grades. 

- Scripted lesson plans don’t allow teachers to respond to students’ concerns in real 
time. 

- 30-minutes-a-week SEL blocks are insufficient and tend to get pre-empted by 
academic priorities. 



- Educators seldom get enough training and support to implement SEL programs or 
to engage in their own social-emotional growth. 

The authors’ takeaway: “There is a pressing need for an approach to SEL that is more 
flexible and feasible to implement and adaptable to individual and place-based needs, while 
still achieving meaningful outcomes for children.” Here are the characteristics they 
advocate: 
            • Teach age-appropriate social-emotional skills at each level. In the pre-school years, 
children develop basic emotional skills such as recognizing and communicating feelings 
and managing anger and sorrow. Executive function skills emerge around age 4 and 
develop during the early years of school. Here’s a grade-by-grade sequence of appropriate 
SEL learning in the elementary grades: 

- Kindergarten – Stop and think power: Learning to wait, share, take turns, and 
practice self-management following classroom routines. 

- Grade 1 – Focus power: Increasing the amount of time students can pay attention to 
adults’ instructions, listen to peers, and concentrate on tasks and activities. 

- Grade 2 – Remember power: Becoming more independent and carrying out multi-
step tasks, following directions, and making and carrying out detailed plans.  

In the next two grades, students use these foundational skills to understand the world 
through others’ eyes and resolve conflicts: 

- Grade 3 – Empathy and perspective-taking: Recognizing and responding to others’ 
feelings, needs, wants, ideas, and perspectives, and caring about friendships with 
peers; 

- Grade 4 – Conflict resolution skills: As relationships become more complicated, 
students need adult guidance on how to deal with disagreements and conflicts when 
they arise. 

In the upper-elementary grades, students must learn to integrate multiple skills, building 
and maintaining positive, healthy relationships: 

- Grade 5 – Relationship skills: At this age, students have a growing desire to connect 
with others, and relationships with peers and supportive adults, as well as issues in 
their communities, are often the most important factors in their lives. 

An effective social-emotional learning curriculum should address the right skills at each 
level. 
            • Social-emotional learning should occur in classrooms and also in hallways, cafeterias, 
and playgrounds. “SEL instruction is most effective when children have frequent 
opportunities to practice SEL skills in various contexts,” say the authors. All staff should be 
trained in a set of basic, uncomplicated “active ingredients” of social-emotional learning for 
each grade level. “Focusing on these strategies, rather than comprehensive curricula or 
scripted lessons, enables teachers and staff to address challenges or opportunities as they 



arise. This approach can also increase consistency throughout the school community and 
smooth students’ transitions between classrooms and grades.”  
            • SEL works best when teachers respond to students’ specific needs and experiences. To 
get students truly engaged, say the authors, teachers need to be trained and empowered to 
use students’ experiences in school, at home, and in their communities. Educators need 
ideas and resources and a clear sense of what is essential and what is optional (or may be 
adapted). They should use teachable moments to get their students practicing SEL skills in 
response to everyday challenges, for example,  addressing conflict effectively, managing 
emotions, and paying attention. Teachers using this approach found they addressed two or 
three situations a day in the elementary grades, one a day in middle school. 
            The authors report that a pilot program in a summer school produced significant 
gains in students’ social-emotional skills and was well received by teachers. Educators also 
liked having detailed strategies at their fingertips, including a pack with detailed 
descriptions for each strategy and general guidance on how to implement strategies over 
time – in other words, a mix of autonomy and structure. 
 
“Re-Imagining Social-Emotional Learning” by Rebecca Bailey, Laura Stickle, Gretchen 
Brion-Meisels, and Stephanie Jones in Phi Delta Kappan, February 2019 (Vol. 100, #5, p. 53-
58),  
https://bit.ly/2UMmIMR; the authors can be reached 
at Rebecca_bailey@gse.harvard.edu, laura_stickle@gse.harvard.edu, gretchen_brion-
meisels@gse.harvard.edu, jonesst@gse.harvard.edu. 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us. 
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