
 

 

 

 

                                                                            

Monday, February 25, 2019  
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 Continuous Learning through 
Professional Literature   

 
Quote of the Week – “Begin now to be what you will be hereafter.”  - Saint Jerome 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) FFA chapters around the country 
celebrated National FFA Week this past week.  We recognize the 
impact the program has on its members every day and we are proud 
of our local chapter; (2) The McNabb Middle School production of 
Shrek Jr. was a big success; (3) MCHS FCCLA competed on February 
15 in the Regional Star Events competition and two groups will 
advance to the State Star Events competition in March. 

Congratulations to Kasey Berryman, 
Alana Pennington, Liberty Smallwood, 
and Shakira Thomas; (4) Pharoah Davis 
signed with West Virginia State to continue his education and 
football career; (5) Family Math Night was a success for 
Northview preschool and kindergarten students and Mapleton 
students; (6) The MSE gym was filled with lots of cheering, 
dancing, and (of course) RUNNING during the Boosterthon Fun 
Run. The fun run has 
raised over $14,000 in 
pledges and students are 

collecting until Friday; (7) Ms. Jackie Evans visited 
students at Mapleton on Friday and talked about 
African Americans who have greatly influenced 
American History, and shed light on the history of 
segregation, here in Montgomery County; (8) The 

 



Montgomery County High School Varsity Cheerleaders won the 40th District Title. 
 
Student Attendance – McNabb had the highest one-day attendance of 95.44% on Tuesday, 
but Northview prevailed for the week with 94.21%. 
 
Dates: 
 

 Feb. 25-Mar. 1 – Black History Week, MCHS 
 Feb. 26 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Clay Community Center 
 Mar. 1 – Black History Program, 1:30 p.m., Camargo 
 Mar. 1-3 – State Mock Trial Tournament 
 Mar. 2 – Regional Academic Team Governor’s Cup 
 Mar. 4-8 – Book Fair, Camargo and Mapleton 
 Mar. 4-8 – National School Breakfast Week 
 Mar. 7 – Portrait of a Graduate, 6:00 p.m., Jeffersonville Community Center 
 Mar. 7 – Wax Museum, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
 Mar. 7 – M3 Book Club, 6:30 p.m., McNabb Library 
 Mar. 8 – Spring Fling, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Northview 
 Mar. 11 – SBDM Meeting, 4:15 p.m., McNabb 
 Mar. 12 – Work Ethics Seal Program 
 Mar. 12 – Portrait of a Graduate, 6:00 p.m., DuBois Community Center 
 Mar. 13 – SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m., Camargo 
 Mar. 13 –SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m., MSE 
 Mar. 14 – Charlotte’s Web, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
 Mar. 14 – Masterpiece Extravaganza, 6:00-8:00 p.m., McNabb 
 Mar. 15 – No School – KEA Day 
 Mar. 16 – Alive at 25 Driving Course, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., MCHS Room 

153 
 Mar. 16-18 – McNabb Academic Team State Governor’s Cup, Louisville 
 Mar. 18 – Preschool Family Night, Camargo 
 Mar. 19 – Second Grade Mickey Mouse Play, Mapleton 
 Mar. 20 – Drive 4UR School, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., MCHS 
 Mar. 21 – Muffins with Mom, MSE 
 Mar. 21 – SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS 
 Mar. 26 – Schoolhouse Rock Musical, Mapleton 
 Mar. 26 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Clay Community Center 
 Apr. 1-5 – No School – Spring Break 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Insights on Teenage Behavior 



In this Edutopia article, Stephen Merrill says that recent research has given us important 

new information on the adolescent brain.  

• The limbic system (the seat of primal instincts like fear, hunger, lust, and pleasure) is 

hyperactive during adolescence, while the prefrontal cortex (the seat of self-control, 

planning, and self-awareness) is still developing. “It’s not youthful irrationality or a flair for 

the dramatic at work,” says Merrill; “teenagers actually experience things like music, drugs, 

and the thrill of speed more powerfully than adults do.”  

• The brain’s neuroplasticity at this stage of life makes kids sponges for learning. “The same 

emerging circuitry that makes teenagers vulnerable to risky behavior and mood swings 

also confers significant advantages on adolescent learners,” says Merrill.  

• Being with peers increases risk-taking, most dangerously with automobiles and alcohol 

consumption. “It’s never been a question of feeling invulnerable,” says Merrill; “for 

teenagers, there’s just something about the presence of peers that is transfiguring. They 

understand the risks, and take them anyway.”  

• Kids at this age respond well to direct explanations. “Talking to teenagers frankly about 

their brain development can provide useful context for their emotional worlds,” says 

Merrill, “and reset their expectations about their potential for continued intellectual 

growth.” This includes explaining the limbic system, the malleability of their brains, and the 

peer effect.  

• Similarly, teens are receptive to learning about self-regulation, managing stress, and 

considering the feelings of others. Instruction in these areas is more effective than trying to 

scare kids about risky behaviors.  

• Peer culture and teens’ keen sense of fairness and justice can be powerful levers. 

Preaching about smoking’s health consequences is usually ineffective, but talking about bad 

breath, peer disapproval, impact on younger children, and the way the tobacco industry 

hooks and exploits people can change teens’ attitudes and behavior.  

  

“Decoding the Teenage Brain (in 3 Charts)” by Stephen Merrill in Edutopia, January 31, 

2019,  
https://www.edutopia.org/article/decoding-teenage-brain-3-charts 
 

 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us. 
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