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Quote of the Week – “What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within us.”  - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Students celebrated Read Across 
America Week in honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday; (2) Mapleton held 
their Spring Family Math Night on Thursday with over 143 
families in attendance (around 550 students, siblings, parents, 
grandparents); (3) MCHS junior Mckenzie Blankenship spent 
Wednesday in Frankfort working as a FRYSC Legislative Page for 
Senator Ralph Alvarado; (4) Camargo students performed 
Charlotte’s Web; (5) MCIS won the first place in Future Problem 
Solving, second place in Quick Recall, and second place over all 

in the Regional Governor’s Cup 
Competition; (6) McNabb and 
MCHS chess teams recently competed in the Quad D Regional 
Tournaments.  Both teams finished third respectively.  The 
MCHS team qualified for the KCA State Chess Team 
Competition that will be held on March 24th.  Senior William 
Botts won a onetime $1,000 endowment to Morehead State 
University for being the top rated senior at the Quad D 



regional tournament.  Congratulations; (7) The Montgomery County Mock Trial Red team 
placed third in the state tournament over the weekend!  
 
National School Breakfast Week – March 5-9 is National School Breakfast Week. This 
week-long celebration of the School Breakfast Program spreads awareness among parents 
and the community of all the benefits school breakfast brings. 
 
Student Attendance – The highest one day attendance for the week was achieved by MSE 
with 96.99% on Thursday.  However, Mapleton had the highest attendance for the week 
with 94.63%. 
 
Goodbye February, Hello March – It’s March! Don’t forget to spring forward for daylight 
saving time and change your clocks this weekend (the 11th).  Remember, schools will not be 
in session on the 16th.  And finally, March 20th arrives marking the first day of spring! 

 
Counselor Advisory Council – Congratulations to Mrs. Lacy 
Carrington-Gross, Counselor at Mapleton Elementary.  She was 
selected to serve on the Kentucky Department of Education’s 
Counselor Advisory Council.  This will include a group of 25 
practicing counselor leaders from across Kentucky.  They will meet 
regularly to provide the Commissioner of Education direct input on 
educational priorities that meet the needs of the whole child.  It will 
allow for discussion and feedback from field topics that will lead to 
the improvement of Kentucky’s public schools.  Members are 
appointed to three-year terms.   

 
403(b) Plan Eligibility – In compliance with Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) Universal 
Availability requirements, we are pleased to offer eligible employees the opportunity to 
voluntarily save for retirement by participating in the 403(b) Plan (“the Plan”). All 
employees who receive compensation reportable on an IRS Form W-2 are eligible to 
participate in the Plan, except for those who are specifically excluded by the Plan. 
 
If eligible, you may participate in this Plan by establishing a 403(b) account with one of the 
Plan’s approved Investment Providers and completing a salary reduction agreement to 
make pre-tax contributions or (if permitted by the Plan) Roth 403(b) after-tax 
contributions.  Click here to read more. 
 
March of Dimes “Dime War” – We invite you to participate in the Dime War to benefit the 
March of Dimes.  This event started today and will end on Friday, March 16th.  Encourage 
students to save their own change, ask neighbors, 
friends, and relatives to donate their spare change to 
help them fill their classroom’s March of Dimes coin 
box.  The classroom that raises the most money at each 
school will receive a popsicle party! 
 
Dates:  

http://www.montgomery.kyschools.us/userfiles/2407/My%20Files/403.pdf?id=553451


 
• Mar. 5-16 – March of Dimes Coin Drive 
• Mar. 8 – Camargo Reading Night, Wax 

Museum, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 8 – ELC Family Reading Night 
• Mar. 9 – Mapleton reality Store 
• Mar. 10 – ACT Test Prep Session, 9:00 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Mar. 12 – Camargo PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 13 – Mapleton Blood Drive 
• Mar. 13 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 14 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 14 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m.  
• Mar. 15 – Round 1 Elementary District 

Academic Team Tournament 
• Mar. 15 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 15 – MSE Family Appreciation Night, 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 16 – No School – KEA Day 
• Mar. 17 – McNabb Academic Team 

Governor’s Cup State Competition, Louisville, 
KY 

• Mar. 19 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 20 – District High Attendance Day 
• Mar. 20 – MSE Blood Drive, 2:00-6:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 20 – Mickey Mouse Play 2nd Grade Performance 
• Mar. 20 – Camargo Blood Drive, 2:00-6:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 21 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 22 – Mapleton Science Fair Event 
• Mar. 22 – Beta Club Blood Drive, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., MCHS JROTC Room 
• Mar. 22 - Round 2 Elementary District Academic Team Tournament 
• Mar. 24 – Alive at 25 Driving Course, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., MCHS Room 153 
• Mar. 26 – Born Learning Session, Early Learning Center 
• Mar. 27 - Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria  
• Mar. 29 – State STLP Competition 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

A Principal Goes Through a School Day as a Ninth-Grader  
            “As teachers and administrators, we make decisions all the time that we feel are in the best 
interests of students,” says Houston principal Paul Oberman in this article in HaYidion, “but do we 
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really know what it’s like to be a student in our own schools?” He describes his experience going 
through a full day of classes as a student. “I dedicated myself to playing the student role 
completely,” says Oberman. “I took all scheduled quizzes and rushed to be on time to classes. The 
only thing I shirked was homework.”  

The first class was history, Oberman’s weakest subject when he was in school, and he 
stumbled on three questions on the quiz and used the word “maybe” several times. Next came 
World Literature, where he encountered several unfamiliar vocabulary words and was at a 
disadvantage because he hadn’t seen a video the teacher had shown the day before. In Hebrew 
class, students worked on a 27-question worksheet that completely stumped him. “If this were 
truly a class for me day in and day out,” says Oberman, “I would have been overwhelmed and 
depressed, as I truly could not keep up. Granted this would not have been my placement, but 
certainly there are students who struggle in many of our classes who probably feel this way.”  

In Biology, he worked with a group preparing a presentation on photosynthesis and 
cellular respiration and felt he wasn’t making enough of a contribution. In Algebra II, the teacher 
gave a quiz and Oberman checked and rechecked his work; since math was his strongest subject, 
he didn’t want to embarrass himself by making a mistake.  

What did he learn from his day as a student? Realizing, of course, that the principal’s 
presence in each classroom somewhat changed the dynamic, Oberman still believes he got a 
realistic picture of what was going on. His big takeaways: 

• Moving from class to class and staying focused through each lesson was hard work. In one 
class, Oberman caught himself falling asleep during a quiz, and when he got home that day, he 
conked out at 7:30 p.m. And that was just one day. “I didn’t have to repeat the experience the next 
day, and the day after, and the day after that,” he says. “My grades didn’t count or make an impact 
on my college acceptance or Israel program choice. I did not have any difficult social situations 
with my classmates, nor did I have any teachers I thought might hate me. Still, it was an exhausting 
day and made me appreciate what our students go through on a daily basis.”  

• The clear implication: teachers need to get students actively participating in discussions, 
working in groups, as well as standing up, stretching, and moving from time to time. 

• However, in group work, not all students pull their weight. “[I]t was apparent that some 
people exercised leadership and others just sat there,” says Oberman. “It is probably wise to have 
a component of individual assessment included in the evaluation.”  

• “It’s nice to have one subject you feel really good about,” he says, “especially if there is 
another subject that makes you feel clueless.” He realized that many students have one or more 
classes in which they struggle, and unlike adults in many challenging areas of their lives, students 
don’t have the ability to opt out.  

• Cell phone policies were inconsistent; he noticed a clear advantage in classes where 
teachers had students put their phones in a specific location at the start of the lesson.  

• In terms of classroom management, there was a big difference between teachers who let 
the bell dismiss students rather than being in control of when a class ended. But when teachers 
kept their students past the bell, they set them up for being chastised for being late for the next 
class. 



• Quick feedback was “so helpful,” says Oberman. He loved it when the history teacher 
texted him that afternoon with the news that he got 85% on the quiz: “Since the questions were 
still fresh in my mind, I could review the material in order to provide stronger answers next time.”  

• Oberman got lots of positive feedback on this day from students, teachers, and parents. 
People appreciated the fact that he’d devoted a full day to being in classes. One comment: “You 
understand because you were in classes that day…” This reinforced his belief “that almost 
everything of consequence in a school happens in our classrooms. As head of school, I need to 
prioritize classroom time, and I need to hear regularly from students about their experiences. 
Students’ perceptions are their reality.” 

• Being there for a full class for each teacher, and moving from one instructional style to 
another, gave him much better insights into teachers’ effectiveness than quick classroom 
walkthroughs.  

Oberman plans to encourage teachers to go through the same experience and share their 
reactions in a faculty meeting. “I think we will all be a little bit humbled and have much to learn 
from this shared experience.”  
 
“Humility” by Paul Oberman in HaYidion, Winter 2018 (p. 36-39),  
https://prizmah.org/humility; Oberman can be reached at poberman@berenacademy.org.  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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