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Quote of the Week – “If I accept you as you are, I will make you worse; however if I treat 
you as though you are what you are capable of becoming, I help you become that.” – Johann 
Wolfgang Von Goethe 
 
2018 KMEA District 8 Honors Choir – This past weekend students from Camargo and MSE 
attended the KMEA District 8 Honors Choir event in Ashland, KY.  These students rehearsed 
all day before performing a concert Saturday evening at Boyd County High School.  The 
choir had students representing 19 different schools in Eastern Kentucky.  Approximately 
270 students participated in the choir and 22 were Montgomery County students.  
 
Honoring Victims – MCHS students gathered at the 
flag pole at 10 a.m. last Wednesday to honor the 
memory of Marjory Stoneman Douglas and 
Marshall County High School victims.  The assembly 
which was student led and organized, with the 
support of MCHS administration, showed solidarity 
for the 17 killed at Majory Stoneman Douglas and 
two killed at Marshall County.  Nineteen white 
balloons were released in honor of each victim. 
 

Montgomery County had 22 students 
who participated in the KMEA District 

8 Honors Choir. 



Help Support the After-Prom – Dutch’s Ford and the After-Prom 
sponsors at MCHS would like to invite you to an exciting 
fundraiser to support the After-Prom party for seniors on 
Wednesday, March 21st from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. on the campus of 
Montgomery County High School.  Dutch Ishmael of Dutch’s Ford 
and Montgomery County High School are partnering up in an 
endeavor to help raise $6,000 to ensure that the seniors have an 
enjoyable, memorable, and most importantly, a safe prom 
experience as part of Ford Motor’s Company’s Drive 4 UR School 
program.  Members of the Mt. Sterling-area community will have 
the opportunity to raise money for the senior prom simply by 
test driving a new Ford vehicle.  For every person who test-drives a new Ford at this one-
day only event, Ford Motor Company and Dutch’s Ford will donate $20, up to $6,000 to the 
MCHS After-Prom Party.  Please come out and support the seniors on March 21st from 9 to 
3! 
 
MCHS Spring Musical – The high school will present the 32nd Annual Dr. Robert Haynes 
Spring Musical “The Addams Family” at the Montgomery County High School Auditorium 
on Friday, April 20, 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, April 21, 7:00 p.m.; and Sunday, April 22, 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for students and will be sold at the door. 
 
Student Attendance – MCIS had the highest daily and highest weekly attendance at 94.85% 
on Wednesday and 94.18% for the week.  
 
Dates:  
  

• Mar. 19 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 20 – District High Attendance Day 
• Mar. 20 – MSE Blood Drive, 2:00-6:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 20 – Mickey Mouse Play 2nd Grade Performance 
• Mar. 20 – Camargo Blood Drive, 2:00-6:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 21 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• Mar. 22 – Mapleton Science Fair Event 
• Mar. 22 – Beta Club Blood Drive, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., MCHS JROTC Room 
• Mar. 22 - Round 2 Elementary District Academic Team Tournament 
• Mar. 24 – Alive at 25 Driving Course, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., MCHS Room 153 
• Mar. 26 – Born Learning Session, Early Learning Center 
• Mar. 27 - Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria  
• Mar. 29 – State STLP Competition 
• April 2-6 – No School – Spring Break 
• Apr. 3 – Camargo Paint Party, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 10 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 11 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 11 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 



• Apr. 13 – Preschool Registration, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Early Learning Center  
• Apr. 16 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 19 – MSE AR Family Night/Student Led Data Conference, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 20 – Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 7:00 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Apr. 21 - Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 7:00 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Apr. 22 - Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 2:30 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Apr. 24 - Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Apr. 26 – Mapleton Family Reading Night, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 26 - MSE 3rd Grade Performance, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 27 – Preschool and Kindergarten Registration, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 

Camargo 
• Apr. 27 – Camargo Spring Fling, 2:45-4:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 28 – MCHS Prom, 8:00 p.m., Clay Community Center  

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

The Powerful Benefits of an Adult Being a High-School Student for a Day 
            In this article in Principal Leadership, editor Michael Levin-Epstein interviews Neil Gupta 
(Worthington City Schools, Ohio), Jason Markey (East Leyden High School, Illinois), and Devon 
Young (Stanford University) on the practice of educators tagging along with a student for an entire 
school day. Some excerpts: 
            • In Markey’s high school, there’s a long-standing tradition of having every new teacher 
shadow a student for a day. It’s especially enlightening for newbies to see six or seven different 
teachers in action and think about how their own teaching style and practices will fit into 
students’ daily school experience. When Markey became an administrator at the school, he asked 
administrators as well as teachers to participate.  
            • Markey says shadowing puts educators in the role of an anthropologist looking at their 
school in ways they can’t when they’re doing their regular jobs. “I think this has been one of the 
purest ways to guarantee that you’re pushing yourself to have that perspective,” he says. “I would 
challenge people that, if they really want to lead with students in mind first, they need to find ways 
– and this is one of those avenues – to continue to build empathy for all of the different students in 
their school and in their district. I think it’s a powerful practice that can only benefit their school.” 

• When he shadows, Markey picks a different type of student each time – perhaps a 
freshman, an ELL student, a student taking a lot of AP classes. He’s also experimented with 
following a curriculum unit one period a day over a four-week period.  



• Shadowing has led Markey and his colleagues to rethink the shape of their school day, 
how long each class should last, lunch periods, unstructured time, the way teachers configure 
furniture in their classrooms, and the amount of time students work in groups.  
            • Gupta says that by spending a full period in each classroom, “you start to really look 
beyond what you initially see when you’re only in there for five minutes, and you really get a sense 
of what’s happening.” He’s found great value in debriefing with colleagues who’ve also spent a day 
shadowing, raising questions like: Is our professional development effective? Are there things we 
need to do differently? Are there students who need more support, or who have untapped 
leadership potential? 
            • In Gupta’s school, administrators make a point of checking in with the student they’re 
going to shadow (Why me? Why are you doing this?), informing parents, and letting teachers know 
that when administrators are in their classrooms as part of a shadowing day, they’re not wearing 
their evaluative hat. In one classroom, Gupta surprised the teacher by going up and asking for a 
hall pass to go to the bathroom.  
            • Young recommends that shadowers try to debrief with the student they’re shadowing at 
the end of the day, as well as debriefing with their colleagues.  
            • Gupta and his colleagues tell teachers how much they appreciate their hard work, and 
share comments like, “I’ll tell you, I was tired, my back hurt; it was tough being a kid again.” 
Teachers seem to appreciate administrators (especially those from the central office) taking a full 
day to experience school from the students’ point of view.  

• Gupta says that of “all the professional development experiences that I’ve been to – 
national conferences, state conferences, workshops – by far [shadowing] has been the best one 
day of professional development I’ve had. It’s had the most lasting impact for me as an educator to 
best understand what’s going on in my school, how to best help and address those issues 
happening.” 
            • Young says that shadowing “is a great way to deepen and re-energize connections among 
colleagues, re-energize people around a common cause, and create a community of people who 
collaborate, work together, and lead with the student at the center of everything they do. Also, it 
costs $0 to participate – think of it as a free professional development opportunity where 
everyone on staff can participate.” 
 
“Shadowing Students: Walking a Mile in Students’ Shoes Brings Fresh Perspective” by Michael 
Levin-Epstein, Neil Gupta, Jason Markey, and Devon Young in Principal Leadership, March 2018 
(Vol. 18, #7, p. 24-30), available at http://bit.ly/2pag0SD for NASSP members  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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