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Quote of the Week – “Don’t be afraid to take a big step if needed.  You can’t cross a chasm 
in two small jumps.” – Anonymous 
 
Spring Break – Despite Mother Nature’s attempts to convince us otherwise, Spring Break 
will arrive in just a few more days – April 2-6.  Enjoy your time off with family and friends! 
 
McNabb FPS Compete at State – Members of the McNabb Middle Academic Team recently 
competed in Future Problem Solvers (FPS) during the state finals of the KAAC Governor’s 
Cup Competition. Team members included 
eighth-graders, Ben Ison and Macy Strode, and 
seventh-graders, Ollie Fegenbush and Maddie 
Brother.  The team advanced to state after 
taking 2nd place in Regional Governor’s Cup and 
tying for 1st place at the District level.  They 
competed against the toughest teams in the 
state and finished in the top 20 – ranking 18th in 
the state!  This was an amazing victory for a first 
year team.  
 

The Annual Mickey Mouse Play 
performed by second graders at 

Mapleton was a success! 



Safety Leadership Team Visits 911 Dispatch – Members of Mapleton’s Safety Leadership 
Team, led by Danielle Pleasant, had the opportunity to visit Montgomery County’s 911 
Dispatch to learn more about these valuable safety services to our citizens.  The trip was 
very educational and the students were able to share their knowledge with their 
classmates when they returned to school.  The Safety Leadership Team are students in 2nd -
4th grades that assist with the day-to-day procedures in the school.  Many help greet 
students each morning in the hallways.  They also help hold safety sign reminders as 
students walk to buses each afternoon.  They help monitor hallway movement in the 
mornings and walk young students that need a little extra kindness/support to their 
classroom. 
 
Summer Feeding Program – School may be out, but healthy meals are still in!  The 
Montgomery County School Nutrition Department is excited to announce details for its 
2018 Summer Feeding Program.  Every summer, the school nutrition department provides 
meals to the children of Montgomery County at no charge in area eligible locations.  An 
information meeting will be held at the School Nutrition Office at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 10.  For more information, please contact Sandy Jones at (859) 497-8578 or e-
mail sandy.jones@montgomery.kyschools.us. 
 
March of Dimes “Dime War” – Thank you all so much for supporting the March of Dimes 
earlier this month.  On Thursday, March 22nd both McNabb and MCIS were recognized at 
the 2018 Greater Bluegrass March for Babies Community Wide Kick Off for being in the Top 
3 Schools for raising the most money in 2017.   
 
Student Attendance – Camargo came through with the highest one day attendance on 
Tuesday with 95.82%.  MSE claimed the weekly high attendance with 94.62%.  Great job! 
 
Dates:  
  

• Mar. 26 – Born Learning Session, 5:30-7:00 
p.m., Early Learning Center 

• Mar. 27 - Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 
p.m., MCHS Cafeteria  

• Mar. 29 – State STLP Competition 
• April 2-6 – No School – Spring Break 
• Apr. 3 – Camargo Paint Party, 9:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 10 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 11 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 11 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 13 – Preschool Registration, 9:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m., Early Learning Center  
• Apr. 16 – Kindergarten Registration, 9:00-

11:00 a.m. & 12:00-2:30 p.m., Clay 
Community Center 

KASBO encouraged Finance 
Departments across the state to wear 

red on Wednesday in a show of support 
for public education. 
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• Apr. 16- Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle Parent Night, 6:00-7:30 p.m., MCIS 
• Apr. 17 – District High Attendance Day 
• Apr. 17 – Kindergarten Registration, 1:00-7:00 p.m., Clay Community Center 
• Apr. 16 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 19 – MSE AR Family Night/Student Led Data Conference, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 20 – MCIS Spring Fling, 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 20 – Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 7:01 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium  
• Apr. 21 - Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 7:01 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Apr. 22 - Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 2:30 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Apr. 24 - Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Apr. 26 – Mapleton Family Reading Night, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 26 - MSE 3rd Grade Performance, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 27 – Preschool and Kindergarten Registration, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 

Camargo 
• Apr. 27 – Camargo Spring Fling, 2:45-4:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 28 – Aliveat25 Driving Course, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., MCHS Room 153 
• Apr. 28 – MCHS Prom, 8:00 p.m., Clay Community Center  
• Apr. 29 – MCHS After Prom, 12:30-5:00 a.m. 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Three Levels of Learning 
              In this article in Phi Delta Kappan, Guy Claxton (King’s College/London) uses the metaphor 
of a river to describe three levels of learning:  

- Knowledge and information on the surface, usually easy to see and describe (the Boston 
Tea Party, the periodic table); 

- Skills and literacies just below the surface, the expertise that enables students to use 
knowledge and information (reading, writing, solving a tricky new math problem, thinking 
in Spanish); 

- Attitudes and habits of mind deeper still; harder to see, these are the gradually developing 
processes that influence how students respond to difficulty, complexity, and frustration: 
Are they interested or threatened? Do they engage or wait to be directed? Are they willing 
to admit mistakes or do they try to cover up their fallibility? 

“Like the banks and bed of the river,” says Claxton, “every classroom channels and shapes 
students’ development, not just as knowers of facts but as learners. The attitudes and habits 
shaped at school have a powerful impact on students’ long-term success in life.”  



            Thinking back on when he taught high-school chemistry, Claxton realizes with chagrin that 
he was “unconsciously and unintentionally steering my students to becoming passive, dependent, 
cautious grade addicts rather than imaginative, independent, risk-taking explorers. I made things 
too neat for them and rescued them from difficulty too quickly, so they didn’t learn how to 
struggle for themselves. I was in such a hurry to make sure they were catching the knowledge I 
was sending down the river that I paid no heed to the deeper forms of learning.”  
            How could he have done better? For one thing, he realizes, rather than providing the exact 
equipment necessary for a particular experiment, he should have laid out a variety of resources, 
including some that were not appropriate, and let students choose. “As teachers,” he says, “we 
make dozens of these choices in every lesson, every day. Making these choices requires an 
awareness of the different layers of learning and how each layer draws upon different aspects of 
good teaching.”  
            Thinking about the second layer of skill development, Claxton realizes that he should have 
been more of a personal trainer/coach, designing good “exercise machines” for the target skills 
appropriate to students’ current level of expertise and giving constant feedback, so they would 
stretch to achieve their personal best.  
            The deepest level is different, he says: “Learning attitudes are not taught, or even trained, so 
much as incubated, and we teachers have to design the incubator. To build curiosity, resilience, 
and independence, we need to design the whole culture of the classroom to welcome and 
strengthen these dispositions. Everything we do – how we design our lessons, how we mark 
students’ work, the language we use, how we arrange the furniture, how eager we are to 
demonstrate our knowledge – all of these elements slowly shape students’ attitudes.” This layer is 
constantly interacting with the other two, but teachers need to be aware of all three “lest we 
inadvertently teach in a way that keeps our students floating on the surface.” 
            Claxton has four practical suggestions for building strong, positive attitudes about learning 
while not neglecting knowledge and skills: 
            • Not letting students use erasers – The way erasers are used in some classrooms, he 
believes, “weakens children’s learning by encouraging them to hide their mistakes. Some teachers 
act as if being ‘bright’ means getting all your answers right the first time.” In the real world, there’s 
lots of trial and error, and getting the idea that being smart means being instantly successful 
makes students feel stupid when they make mistakes, flounder, or need more time. “This bad 
feeling,” says Claxton, “makes you want to avoid effort and the risk of error, so your resilience and 
determination are undermined and you become a weaker learner.”  
            • A poster with steps to take when you’re stuck – He suggests having students brainstorm 
self-help suggestions on steps to take when they don’t know what to do – for example, Reread the 
question. Look at the illustrations. Ask a friend.  
            • Three things I’ve already tried – When a teacher arrives to help a student, ask what the 
student has already tried. Maybe the student needs another minute, or a slight hint, but not too 
much, says Claxton: “Just enough to get their learning going again.”  
            • Chili challenges – Similar to restaurant menus that give a choice of how spicy a dish should 
be, students might be given the choice of different degrees of difficulty – aiming for just the right 
level to get them into the learning zone. “If students choose one that is too easy or too hard, no 



problem,” says Claxton, “they can always choose a different one. Once they get used to being in the 
learning zone, they become more resilient.”  
            Claxton mentions several programs and school designs that he believes are effectively 
addressing the challenge of teaching to all three levels: 

- EL Education (previously Expeditionary Learning); 
- Studio Thinking schools (inspired by Project Zero); 
- High Tech High schools; 
- The Cultures of Thinking and Visible Thinking methods; 
-  The Habits of Mind network; 
- Character Lab; 
- International Baccalaureate’s Learner Profile; 
- The Tools of Mind program; 
- Building Learning Power (from Claxton’s own team). 

“The philosophical, theoretical, experimental, and practical synergy between these and many  
other kindred approaches,” he says, “is driving the redesign of schools and classrooms around the 
world.”  
 
“Deep Rivers of Learning” by Guy Claxton in Phi Delta Kappan, March 2018 (Vol. 99, #6, p.  
45-48), www.kappanmagazine.org; Claxton can be reached at guy.claxton@winchester.ac.uk. 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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