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Duke TIP Talent Identification Program – Five phenomenal 7th graders qualified for state 
recognition in the Duke Talent Identification Program.  The students take the ACT college entrance 
exam and any who score at or above the national average for high school students are recognized 
at the state level in a ceremony held at Western Kentucky University.  Congratulations to Kacie 
Allen, Meyrick Barnett, Abbie Camp, Elizabeth Coburn, and Kaylee Compton on this outstanding 
achievement. 
 
Superhero Family Fun Day – The Child Abuse Prevention Committee has decided to do things a 
little different this year.  Instead of a community luncheon, a family fun day will be held in hopes to 
reach more families to raise awareness about 
preventing child abuse and neglect.   Saturday, 
April 23rd at the Clay Community Center a 
Superhero Family Fun Day will be held from 10:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  This event is free to the public and 
will have food, bounce houses, guest speakers, a 
health fair, and special guests Mickey Mouse, 
Minnie Mouse, Storm Troopers, Darth Vader and 
many more! 
 
Humana Vitality Health Assessment – Kentucky Employee’s Health Plan (KEHP) members who 
chose a Living Well Plan during the fall open enrollment for the 2016 plan year must complete the 
LivingWell Promise and Health Assessment by May 1, 2016.  In Montgomery County, 57% have 



fulfilled this requirement.  If you have not yet done so, please visit the website – www.kehp.ky.gov 
and complete the Promise and Health Assessment.  Employees who fail to complete the online 
health assessment will not be eligible for the LivingWell insurance next year and will be 
defaulted to the Standard CDHP single plan.  Please log on to the site or contact Wellness 
Information HumanaVitality – 1-855-478-1623. 
 
Employee Benefit – Papa John’s offers school employees a 50% discount on regular priced menu 
items on Mondays and a 40% discount Tuesday-Sunday.  
 
Webpage Clean Up – As we approach the busy testing period and the end of the school year, 
which can lead to an increase in website traffic, I encourage each of you to take a moment to 
review electronic teacher pages, departmental pages, and/or school pages.  Please click each link 
to ensure that information is correct and up-to-date.  District staff has been reviewing sites to 
remove links that lead to nowhere, clubs listing employees who have been gone for several years, 
school plans from several years ago, etc., but your help is needed to ensure that information is 
relevant and determine if there are important items for students and parents that should be 
added.  If you see something on a district site that should be corrected or if you would like 
assistance with updates or website training, please contact Debbie Goldy or Amy Mullins.  With 
Teacher Web Pages, please consider whether you plan to regularly update your page or if you 
prefer a more generic message that won’t go out of date quickly after the first of the year (i.e. 
“Welcome to the new school year.”)  
 
Dates:   

 Apr. 11 – MSE Spring Pictures 
 Apr. 11 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
 Apr. 11 – Grass Time Partners Cattle Sale, 6:00 p.m., Chenault Agriculture Center 
 Apr. 13 – Kindergarten Registration, 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., Elementary Schools 
 Apr. 13 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
 Apr. 13 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 
 Apr. 14 – Kindergarten Registration, 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., 4:00-6:00 p.m., Elementary 

Schools 
 Apr. 14 – Amber Philpot visits MSE, 11:05 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
 Apr. 14 – 6th Grade Reality Fair, MCIS 
 Apr. 15 – Preschool Registration, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., ELC 
 Apr. 16 – Spring Fling Vendors Fair, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., ELC 
 Apr. 16 – Storytime with the Princesses,  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Camargo 
 Apr. 16 – Black and Hispanic Achievers Dance, 4:00-6:00 p.m., McNabb 
 Apr.  16 – Father/Daughter Dance, 6:00-8:00 p.m., MSE 
 Apr. 17 – Bowl for Kids’ Sake, 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Apr. 19-21 – Senior Cap & Gown Pictures, MCHS Auditorium 
 Apr. 19 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
 Apr. 20 – Mapleton Spring Pictures 
 Apr. 21 – AR Family Night 3:00-7:00 p.m., MSE 
 Apr. 21 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

http://www.kehp.ky.gov/


 Apr. 22 – MCHS Musical “Sound of Music”, 7:01 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
 Apr. 22 – State STLP Championship, Lexington Convention Center and Rupp Arena 
 Apr. 23 – Craft Fair, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
 Apr. 23 – MCHS Musical “Sound of Music”, 7:01 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
 Apr. 24 – MCHS Musical “Sound of Music”, 2:30 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
 Apr. 25-29 – MSE Book Fair 
 Apr. 26 – Montgomery County Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
 Apr. 28 – Spring Dance, 4:00-6:00 p.m., MCIS 
 Apr. 28 – 3rd Grade Music Program, 5:30 p.m., MSE 
 Apr. 30 – Princess Royal Extravaganza, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., MSE 
 May 21 – FFA / Vet Science Dog Wash, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Chenault Farm  

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Teaching Students Mathematical Argumentation 
            In this article in Teaching Children Mathematics, Chepina Rumsey (Kansas State University) 

and Cynthia Langrall (Illinois State University/Normal) provide pointers for teaching elementary 

students mathematical argumentation, a key component in Common Core and Standards for 

Mathematical Practice. The authors recommend incorporating five specific components: 

            • Provide language supports. The discourse of mathematical argumentation is unfamiliar to 

many students, and it’s helpful to teach and model language frames, including: 

- I agree with _____ because _____. 

- I noticed ______ when ______. 

- I wonder why ______. 

- I have a question about ______. 

- I disagree because ______. 

- Based on ______, I think ______. 

Students might then be presented with a claim and given three possible frames for responding to 

it.  

            • Discuss rich, familiar content. With odd and even numbers, students could be asked to 

provide justification for various claims – for example, An even number plus an odd number gives an 

odd sum, or If you add two even numbers, you’ll get an even number for the sum. These discussions 

can also be a bridge to understanding arithmetic properties. 

            • Specify conditions. A mathematical proof has a claim and the conditions under which the 

claim is true. When students are presented with a claim – for example, The sum of three numbers 

will be even – they realize the need to specify conditions. This also teaches students the 

importance of precision in mathematics. 



            • Introduce false claims. One of the goals of teaching argumentation is to encourage students 

to become producers of math understanding and knowledge, say the authors. So teachers need to 

give students opportunities to develop their own ideas and have the confidence to validate or 

challenge the ideas of others. A teacher might show students a series of multiplication problems 

and then ask them to respond to a generalization: Every time you multiply two numbers, you are 

always going to get an even number as the product.  

            • Manipulate familiar content to be unfamiliar. Building on their knowledge of the associated 

property of addition, students might be asked if these statements are true or false: 

            (a + b) + c = a + (b + c) 

            (a – b) + c = a – (b + c) 

The key skill with problems like this is students’ ability to ask What if…? and develop a playful 

posture trying out different combinations of numbers.  

            “Teaching with an emphasis on mathematical argumentation is a powerful tool that can be 

embedded into many mathematical content areas as well as other subject areas,” conclude 

Rumsey and Langrall.  
 
“Promoting Mathematical Argumentation” by Chepina Rumsey and Cynthia Langrall in Teaching 
Children Mathematics, March 2016 (Vol. 22, #7, p. 412-419), http://bit.ly/1RfrLN4;  
the authors can be reached at chepina@ksu.edu and langrall@ilstu.edu. 
 
 
 

Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 

Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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