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Quote of the Week – “3 elements of an apology: 1. Take full responsibility.  2. Acknowledge 
the harm.  3. Show contrition.” – Jim Carroll, President of Kentucky Government Retirees 
responding on Twitter to Governor Bevin’s statements on Friday. 
 
Overcoming Adversity and Challenges – Last week, Ms. 
Wheelchair Kentucky 2017 Mary Breiner and UK 
quarterback Stephen Johnson spoke with McNabb 
students about overcoming adversity and challenges.  
They shared their personal stories of struggle and 
triumph and the importance of perseverance and hard 
work.  They also fielded numerous questions from 
students and faculty.   
 

 

MCHS senior Paul Wise signed with 
Patrick Henry Community College last 
week.  Paul will continue his education 

and baseball career with PHCC.  



Regional FBLA Competition – On March 14, the Montgomery County FBLA Chapter traveled 
to Morehead State University to compete in Regional Competition.  Thirty-four members in 
28 different events advanced to the State Competition, which began today at the Galt House 

in Louisville.  The competition will wrap up 
on Wednesday.  The chapter as a whole also 
placed 2nd in Largest Local Chapter 
Membership, received the Silver in Local 
Leadership Challenge, and received honors 
for the Large Chapter Category with a 28% 
increase in membership.  Also, Nicole Potter 
was elected as Region 5 Secretary and Clay 
Palmer was elected as Region 5 Treasurer.  
In all, the local chapter had eight 1st places, 
twelve 2nd places, and seven 3rd places. 
 

2018 Governor’s Scholars –Montgomery County High School has nine students who have 
been selected for the 2018 Governor’s Scholars Program (GSP) and two have been named 
alternates.  The GSP is a highly selective summer residential program for outstanding high 
school students in Kentucky who are rising seniors.  The Program originated in 1983 as a 
result of Kentucky leaders’ concern that the state’s “best and brightest” were leaving the 
Commonwealth to pursue educational and 
career opportunities elsewhere without fully 
understanding the potential of their talents at 
home.  Students who are selected attend the 
Program without charge, and they become 
eligible for major scholarships from colleges 
across the state.  Congratulations to  Jay Eads, 
Ty Eads, Kennedy Goldie, Brycee Gooding, 
Makayla Harris, Boone Hart, Matthew 
Jenkins, Ellie Ledford, Noah Mascle, Nickolas 
Pidgorodetskiy, and Nathan Turner! 
 
Student Attendance – MSE claimed the daily and weekly-high attendance titles with 96.91% 
on Tuesday and 95.99% for the week!  Way to go! 
 
Dates:  

• Apr. 17 – District High Attendance Day 
• Apr. 17 – Kindergarten Registration, 1:00-7:00 p.m., Clay Community Center 
• Apr. 16 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 19 – MSE AR Family Night/Student Led Data Conference, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 20 – MCIS Spring Fling, 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 20 – Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 7:01 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium  
• Apr. 21 - Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 7:01 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 



• Apr. 22 - Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical “The Addams Family”, 2:30 p.m., 
MCHS Auditorium 

• Apr. 24 - Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Apr. 26 – Mapleton Family Reading Night, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 26 - MSE 3rd Grade Performance, 5:30 p.m. 
• Apr. 26 – MCIS Orchestra Spring Concert, 6:00 p.m. (5th grade) & 7:00 p.m. (6th 

grade) 
• Apr. 27 – Preschool and Kindergarten Registration, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 

Camargo 
• Apr. 27 – Camargo Spring Fling, 2:45-4:00 p.m. 
• Apr. 28 – Aliveat25 Driving Course, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., MCHS Room 153 
• Apr. 28 – MCHS Prom, 8:00 p.m., Clay Community Center  
• Apr. 29 – MCHS After Prom, 12:30-5:00 a.m. 
• May 9 – Camargo SBDM, 3:00 p.m. 
• May 17 – Kids Read Now Family Night, 5:00-6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• May 22 – 5th Grade Field Day 
• May 23 – 6th Grade Field Day 
• May 24 – MCIS Behavior Reward Parties  

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Teaching Persuasion and Argumentation 
              In this article in American Educator, Linda Friedrich, Rachel Bear, and Tom Fox 
(National Writing Project) share their program for developing persuasive writing, which 
they sum up as dialogue, not debate. “Participating in a conversation is central to our 
understanding of argument,” say Friedrich, Bear, and Fox. “Before students develop a solid 
claim for an argument, they need to get a good sense of what the range of credible voices 
are saying and what a variety of positions are around the topic… Readers recognize a 
thoughtful argument when it’s clear that the writer deeply understands the conversation 
around the issue, carefully engages a range of viewpoints, and skillfully handles the 
evidence with commentary that advances the claim.”  

The National Writing Project’s 45-hour College, Career, and Community Writers 
Program (C3WP) for grade 4-12 teachers, implemented in schools in 41 states, is built on 
these principles: 
              • Focus on a specific set of skills or practices in argument writing that build over the 
course of an academic year. These include organizing evidence and responding to opposing 
viewpoints. 



              • Provide text sets that represent multiple perspectives on a topic, beyond pro and 
con, with a range of positions, information modes, genres, and perspectives, using videos, 
images, written texts, infographics, data, and interviews. 
              • Use iterative reading and writing practices that build knowledge about a topic. 
These might include interviewing community members, doing detailed research, and 
beginning to craft their claims. 
              • Support the recursive development of claims that emerge through reading and 
writing. These are manifest as students gather information from text, consider multiple 
angles on a topic, develop and revise a claim, and write a full draft. 
              • Help students organize and structure their writing to advance an argument. Have 
students read exemplary op-ed articles, thinking through the decisions the writers made 
and how they organized their sources. A key takeaway: there isn’t one right way to write a 
persuasive piece. 
              • Embed formative assessments to identify areas of strength and inform next steps 
for teaching and learning. Especially important are one-on-one conferences with students 
to focus, encourage, tweak, and if necessary redirect their efforts.  
 
“For the Sake of Argument: An Approach to Teaching Evidence-Based Writing” by Linda 
Friedrich, Rachel Bear, and Tom Fox in American Educator, Spring 2018 (Vol. 42, #1, p. 18-
22, 40), https://www.aft.org/ae/spring2018/friedrich_bear_fox  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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