
 

 

 

 

  

 

Monday, April 18, 2016 

In this edition:  

 Celebrating Success 

 Student Attendance 

 Volunteer Appreciation 

 Dates 

 Continuous Learning Through Professional Literature 

 
Celebrating Success – (1) Seniors Alex Holt and Austin Sutphin both signed 
their Letter of Intent to wrestle for Thomas More College; (2) MSE students 
had a special visitor, Channel 27 news anchor Amber Philpott.  Ms. Philpott 
told students to dream and to dream big. She shared with students, “I am 
proof that dreams really do come true.”  Ms. 
Philpott knew at the age of seven she wanted 
to be a news anchor and pursued her dream, 
making it come true.  She gave each student a 
pencil and encouraged them to write down 

their dream or goal and to never give up; (3) Sixth graders at MCIS 
participated in a Reality Store; (4) Students from the Sterling 
School have been volunteering their time after school to spend 
time with residents at Windsor Care.  A volunteer banquet was held last week in appreciation of 
these students devoting their personal time; (5) The YMCA Black Achievers Awards Banquet was 

held this past weekend celebrating our senior achievers. Senior 
scholarship recipients were Jerryn Jones, Haleigh Ralls, 
Brandon Scott, Nicolette Smith, and Stephania Sosa.  Stephania 
is the first Hispanic student to finish the program since the 
conception 31 years ago; (6) Twelve MCHS students were 
selected as participants and alternates in the prestigious 
Governor’s Scholar and Governor’s School for the Arts 
programs; (7) Congratulations to our very own DPP and Cross 
Country Coach, Hopey Newkirk, who participated in the 120th 
running of the Boston Marathon today. 

 



Student Attendance – MCIS came through with the highest one day attendance on Thursday with 
97.23%.  Mapleton claimed the weekly high attendance with 96.13%.  Way to go! 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation – Camargo hosted a volunteer 
appreciation lunch to show their gratitude to all of their 
volunteers.  So far for the 2015-16 school year, volunteers at 
Camargo have logged over 3,700 hours.  Kim White received 
Volunteer of the Year, as she has volunteered over 975 hours 
at Camargo for the year. 
 

 
 
Dates:   

 Apr. 19-21 – Senior Cap & Gown Pictures, MCHS Auditorium 
 Apr. 19 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
 Apr. 19 – Board of Education Special Session, 6:30 p.m., 

MCHS Cafeteria 
 Apr. 20 – Mapleton Spring Pictures 
 Apr. 21 – AR Family Night 3:00-7:00 p.m., MSE   
 Apr. 21 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 Apr. 22 – MCHS Musical “Sound of Music”, 7:01 p.m., MCHS 

Auditorium 
 Apr. 22 – State STLP Championship, Lexington Convention 

Center and Rupp Arena 
 Apr. 23 – Craft Fair, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
 Apr. 23 – MCHS Musical “Sound of Music”, 7:01 p.m., MCHS 

Auditorium 
 Apr. 24 – MCHS Musical “Sound of Music”, 2:30 p.m., MCHS 

Auditorium 
 Apr. 25-29 – MSE Book Fair 
 Apr. 26 – Montgomery County Board of Education Meeting, 

6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
 Apr. 28 – Spring Dance, 4:00-6:00 p.m., MCIS 
 Apr. 28 – 3rd Grade Music Program, 5:30 p.m., MSE 
 Apr. 30 – Princess Royal Extravaganza, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., MSE 
 May 6 – Spring Fling, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Camargo 
 May 11 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
 May 11 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
 May 11 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
 May 14 – MCHS Prom, 7:00 p.m. (Walk-ins) 8:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. (Dance), Clay 

Community Center 
 May 15 – MCHS After Prom 1:00 a.m., MCHS Arena 

Mapleton celebrated on 
Friday with pajama 
day for having high  

attendance all week long. 



  May 19 – Willy Wonka Play, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
 May 21 – FFA / Vet Science Dog Wash, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Chenault Farm  
 May 24 – Montgomery County Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

The Best Way to Teach Decision-Making Skills 
            In this American Educational Research Journal article, Xin Zhang (University of 

Illinois/Urbana-Champaign) and 13 colleagues report on their comparison of the impact of two 

different approaches to improving students’ proficiency as decision makers. The researchers 

studied 764 fifth graders in a number of high-poverty schools as they were taught the same 

curriculum unit over a six-week period. Some students worked in collaborative groups while 

others had traditional direct instruction. The researchers then assessed students’ ability to 

transfer decision-making strategies to a novel situation – they were asked to write an essay on an 

unrelated topic.  

What were the results? Students were assessed on three aspects of decision-making: 

(a) looking at more than one side of a dilemma, (b) considering all the possible information, and 

(c) weighing the importance of different pieces of information. The researchers concluded that 

students who were taught the unit in collaborative groups were significantly more proficient at 

applying their decision-making skills. Students who had direct instruction did no better than 

uninstructed control group students. What seems to have made a difference was that students in 

the collaborative groups heard conflicting views that pushed them to rethink their own 

preconceptions. “When making a decision,” say the authors, “the weighing of options builds on the 

recognition of the competing sides of a dilemma and awareness of various reasons that can be 

advanced on each side. Piaget maintained that real learning does not occur until children reach a 

state of disequilibrium when newly encountered information contradicts their previous beliefs.” 

            One insight the researchers gained from observing classrooms was the way specific 

conjunctions were used: 

- Because and so to mark causal connections; 

- If and then to indicate temporal and logical relations; 

- But to introduce a counterargument. 

In the direct instruction classrooms, teachers used these connecting words twice as frequently as 

teachers in the collaborative group classrooms – but in the collaborative classrooms, students used 

the words four times more frequently than students in the direct instruction classrooms. “The 

picture that emerges of the direct instruction classrooms,” say the authors, “is one in which the 

teacher does most of the reasoning, with students filling in small pieces when requested, where in 



the collaborative group classrooms, students do most of the reasoning, with the teacher 

occasionally redirecting when students go off track.” 
 

“Improving Children’s Competence as Decision Makers: Contrasting Effects of Collaborative 

Interaction and Direct Instruction” by Xin Zhang, Richard Anderson, Joshua Morris, Brian Miller, 

Kim Thi Nguyen-Jahiel, Tzu-Jung Lin, Jie Zhang, May Jadallah, Theresa Scott, Jingjing Sun, Beata 

Latawiec, Shufeng Ma, Kay Grabow, and Judy Yu-Li Hsu in American Educational Research Journal, 

February 2016 (Vol. 53, #1, p. 194-223), available for purchase at 

http://aer.sagepub.com/content/53/1/194.  

 
 
 

Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 

Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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