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Quote of the Week – “It is never too late to be 
what you might have been.” – George Elliot 
 
Attendance Matters – The MoCo Attendance 
Challenge day for the month of April was this past 
Tuesday, the 18th.   MSE had the highest 
attendance percentage and received a banner! 
Congratulations! 
 

 

The MCHS JROTC Cadet Ball 
and Award Ceremony was held 

on Saturday at the Clay 
Community Center. 



Driver Simulation - With prom and graduation quickly approaching, the MCHS Youth 
Services Center hosted the Kentucky Office of Highway Safety last Tuesday where they 
provided an impaired driver simulation for high school seniors.  Students with a valid 
driver's license drove a golf cart through 
an obstacle course two times that 
simulated a roadway; first without the 
impaired goggles and the second with the 
goggles.  The impaired goggles were 
similar to a blood alcohol level twice the 
legal limit.  However, Kentucky has a “Zero 
Tolerance” law for anyone under the age 
of 21.  
 
Smile Train – Jake Mills is a first grade student in Ms. 
Mindy Jordan’s class at Camargo Elementary.  Jake asked 
his mother, Karen Mills who is also a first grade teacher at 
Camargo, why the school couldn't try and raise money for 
kids with a cleft lip to help them pay for the surgery.  He 
noticed how the school raises money for other causes and 
said Smile Train is important too.  Smile Train is an 
international children’s charity that provides 100%-free 
cleft repair surgery and comprehensive cleft care to 
children in 85+ developing countries.  His mother told him 
he could set up an appointment and talk with his principal, 
Mrs. Dennie.  After meeting with Mrs. Dennie, Jake set up a 
proposal and rules for the fundraiser.  He helped collect 
and count the money.  Jake wanted to raise at least $250, 
enough money to cover the cost of one surgery.  Over the short period for the fundraiser, 
Camargo ended up collecting $512.99, exceeding his goal!   

Carousel – The annual high school musical was highly successful, as usual.  It was obvious 
that the many students and staff members involved worked hard to produce a high quality 
program. 
 
Students of the Month – Montgomery County ATC announced Alex Amburgey, Whitley 
Cantrell, Ethan Cody, and Braxton Hunley were selected as Students of the Month for March.  
Students were nominated by teachers in various program areas.  In order to be nominated 
for the award, a student must have excellent grades in all technical classes, be a member of 
a career and technical student organization, possess a good attendance record, and portray 



outstanding behavior.  Students were presented with a certificate of achievement and a 
prize.  Congratulations! 
 
Regional Bass Fishing Tournament – The Montgomery County team battled the elements 
this past weekend.  There were a total of 78 boats from 17 schools that competed in the 
regional tournament on Saturday.  The top 16 boats from each region advanced to the state 
championship. Montgomery County had three boats that just missed the cut.  
Congratulations to all the MCHS anglers on a great season! 
 
Student Attendance – Congratulations to Mapleton Elementary! Mapleton had the highest 
daily and highest weekly attendance at 95.73 % on Thursday and 94.76% for the week. 
 
Dates: 

• Apr. 24 – MSE Family Fun and Fitness 
Night, 5:00-6:30 p.m. 

• Apr. 25 – Board of Education Meeting, 
6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 

• Apr. 27 – MSE 3rd Grade Performance, 
6:00 p.m. 

• Apr. 28 – Camargo Spring Fling, 5:00-7:00 
p.m. 

• Apr. 29 – MCHS Prom, 8:00 p.m., Clay 
Community Center (Lineup starts at 5:00 
p.m. behind the Area Technology Center. 
Walk-ins starts at 6:00 p.m.) 

• Apr. 30 – MCHS After Prom, 1:00-5:00 
a.m., MCHS Arena 

• May 1 – McNabb Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m. 
• May 2 – Whitaker Bank Top 25 Banquet, 

7:00 p.m., Clay Community Center 
• May 4 – MSE Student Led Parent Conferences (K-2), 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
• May 8 – Camargo PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• May 8 – MSE Treblemakers Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
• May 9 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• May 10 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• May 11 – Operation Preparation – 8th Grade 
• May 11 – Vocal Music Concert, 8:00 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• May 11 – Wizard of Oz Performance, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• May 12 – MSE Talent Show 

Mapleton held their Spring Fling on Friday. 



• May 12 – String-A-Palooza, 6:00 p.m., MCHS 
• May 15 – MSE 4th Grade Awards Night, 6:00 p.m. 
• May 16 – Make-Up Day (Election Day) – School will be IN SESSION 
• May 16 – MSE Good Faith Carnival 
• May 16 – Mapleton 4th Grade Awards, 1:00 p.m. 
• May 16 – Senior Honors Night, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• May 17 – Last Day for Preschool Students 
• May 17 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• May 17 – Baccalaureate, 7:00 p.m., First Church of God 
• May 18 – Last Day of School for Students 
• May 18 – Kindergarten Graduation, 8:00 a.m., MSE 
• May 18 – Kindergarten Graduation, 8:30 a.m., Mapleton 
• May 18 – Kindergarten Promotion, 9:00 a.m., Camargo 
• May 18 – 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony, 7:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 
• May 19 – Closing Day for Staff 
• May 19 – MCHS Graduation, 7:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 
 
Orchestrating “Productive Struggle” in Math Classes 

“When a teacher models and provides direct instruction at the start of a lesson, it 
rarely enables students to explore mathematical tasks or engage in productive struggle,” 
says Drew Polly (University of North Carolina/Charlotte) in this article in Teaching Children 
Mathematics. However, the so-called Gradual Release lesson plan is deeply embedded in 
U.S. pedagogical culture: the teacher models how to solve a problem (I do), then goes over 
the problem with the whole class (We do), and finally gets students working independently 
(You do).  

But researchers have found that if students grapple with a task before the teacher 
explains and models it (and receive appropriate follow-up), they’re more engaged and 
learn better. Perhaps shifting to this approach would solve what Polly identifies as one of 
our biggest math achievement problems: “students consistently struggle with how to 
approach, set up, solve, and reason about cognitively demanding mathematics tasks.”  

There’s a caveat: the struggle-first lesson plan may not be appropriate for students 
with certain learning needs. That suggests a flexible approach in which students who need 
direct instruction get it when needed. Polly details the 5E approach, in which students 



spend most of a lesson exploring mathematical tasks with limited support from the teacher, 
and some students get individual or small-group support: 

- Engage – The class is given a math task or activity. 
- Explore – Students have time to work on the task with their partner or a small 

group, with the teacher giving only instructions and circulating, sometimes posing 
questions to support students’ exploration.  

- Explain – The class comes together to discuss the problem and how different 
students solved it. The teacher facilitates the discussion, perhaps choosing a main 
focus based on what was observed during the work time, and provides direct 
instruction as needed. 

- Elaborate/extend – For the rest of the class, the teacher gets students working on 
activities, math games, and small-group activities that deepen understanding of the 
concept and zeros in on students who seem confused or off track. 

- Evaluate – Students solve a final task or participate in a discussion of concepts, 
allowing the teacher to assess learning and plan for future lessons. 

 

“Supporting Opportunities for Productive Struggle: Implications for Planning Mathematics 
Lessons” by Drew Polly in Teaching Children Mathematics, April 2017 (Vol. 23, #8, p. 454-
457), available for purchase at http://bit.ly/2pJ2jc7; Polly is at drewpolly@gmail.com. 

 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, 
please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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