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Quote of the Week – “The larger the island of knowledge, the longer the shoreline of 
wonder.” – Ralph W. Stockman 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) The top 27 seniors at MCHS were honored at the annual 
Whitaker Bank Top 25 Achievement Banquet on Tuesday; (2) The MCHS Symphonic Band 
received unanimous distinguished performance 
ratings from three judges based on the ensemble’s 
prepared musical program at the KMEA District 
Performance Assessment; (3) McNabb students 
were inducted into Beta Club at a ceremony held 
Wednesday night; (4) The MCHS Honor Choir 
received a distinguished rating at the KMEA State 
Choral Assessment from Dr. Michael J. Schwartzkopf, 
Choir Director Emeritus at Indi ana University, which 
is one of the top four music programs in the United 
States.  The group was praised as having “mature 
and polished vocal technique”; (5) Elementary schools had pep rallies to motivate students 
for testing; (6) The MCHS baseball team claimed two victories on Saturday improving their 
record to 21-6; (7) Six anglers represented Montgomery County at this past weekend's 

 



KHSAA State Bass Championships at Kentucky Lake.  Jacob Highley and Kyle Workman 
finished in 28th place, Peyton Barber and MacKenzie Tabor finished in 36th place, and Pruitt 
Lansdale and Chandler McCoy finished in 67th place; (8) Dads, grandfathers and male role 
models lined the hallway this morning at MSE and cheered 3rd-5th graders on for KPREP. 
 
Live-Stream Video – The district will be offering family, friends and community members 
the opportunity to watch the McNabb 8th grade promotion and MCHS graduation live via 
the internet.  To watch, click the link: http://www.mocograduation.com/   
 
Student Attendance – For the second week in a row, Camargo earned the highest one-
day student attendance and weekly student attendance, with 97.12% and 95.23% 
respectively.  Way to go! 
 
Have You Completed? – Before leaving for summer break please make sure all 
purchase orders, orders, invoices, etc. are completed and turned in by Friday, May 31. 
This also includes fundraisers which will need to be turned in for board approval. 
Again, please have everything turned in absolutely no later than Friday, May 31. 
 
Before School Resumes – Teachers, check your certificates and ensure that they are not 
due to expire. If you have a teacher page or are listed on a school or district site, please be 
sure to update with your current information and class details. All staff, if you have changes 
in your personal information, please inform school office staff and the district finance and 
personnel departments accordingly (i.e. marital status, insurance changes, phone or 
address changes). 
 
Dates: 
 

• May 13 – Spring Concert, 6:00 p.m., MSE 
• May 14 – MCHS Band Program Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., MCHS Barn 
• May 16 – MCHS Indian Battalion Cadet Change of Command, 2:00 p.m. 
• May 17 – Stringapalooza, 5:00-7:00 p.m., MCHS 

Cafeteria 
• May 22 – Preschool Graduation, 10:15 a.m. & 2:00 

p.m., MSE 
• May 22 – Run for the Wall, 1:30 p.m., Clay 

Community Center 
• May 23 – Kids Read Now, 5:00-6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• May 23 – 5th Grade Completion Ceremony, 6:00 

p.m., MSE 
• May 23 – 5th Grade Completion Ceremony, 6:00 

p.m., Northview 
• May 23 – Senior Honors Night, 6:30 p.m., MCHS 

Auditorium 
• May 27 – No School – Memorial Day  
• May 28 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Clay Community Center 



• May 28 – 5th Grade Completion Ceremony, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Camargo 
• May 28 – 5th Grade Completion 

Ceremony, 6:00 p.m., Mapleton 
• May 29 – Kindergarten Completion 

Ceremony, 9:00 a.m., Mapleton 
• May 29 – Awards Assembly, 9:00 a.m., 

McNabb  
• May 29 – Baccalaureate, 7:00 p.m., Living 

Water Church 
• May 30 – Last Day for Students 
• May 30 – Kindergarten Graduation 

Ceremony, 8:00 a.m., MSE 
• May 30 – Kindergarten Graduation 

Ceremony, 8:30 a.m., Northview 
• May 30 – Kindergarten Graduation 

Ceremony, 9:00 a.m., Camargo 
• May 30 – Sterling School Graduation, 

2:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 
• May 30 – 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony, 

7:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 
• May 31 – Class of 2019 Graduation, 7:00 

p.m., MCHS Arena 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

The Problem with Saying We “Like” and “Love” Students’ Work 
              In this article in Education Week Teacher, author Starr Sackstein pushes back on 
praising students’ work with comments in this vein: “I like this transition” or “I love this 
line in your essay.” Praise like this is well-intentioned and conveys warmth and approval, 
but it draws too much attention to what we feel rather than the content, says Sackstein, and 
it tends to make the student reliant on the teacher for approval.  

She believes our focus should be on giving students ownership and a sense of 
efficacy for the skill they’re working on, and pointing them toward what they can do to 
make it even better. For example: “This transition is effective because it helps the reader 
see the connection between what you did before and where you are going. It could be even 
more coherent if you built in an extra sentence in the previous paragraph.”  
              The same principle applies to criticism. Rather than saying, “I’m not impressed with 
your introductory paragraph as it lacks clear context and a thesis statement,” consider this 
alternative without the personal, judgmental tone: “Your introductory paragraph needs to 



be more robust. Make sure to add some context as we’ve discussed, and the thesis needs to 
be more concise so the reader knows what to expect in your paper.”  
              Sometimes it’s helpful to ask up front what they’d like feedback on. “This is 
exceptionally true with adult learners,” says Sackstein. “Knowing the reason they are 
looking for feedback and what they hope to accomplish will provide a lens through which 
you can share your thoughts that could be most helpful for them.” 
 
“PSA: When Giving Feedback, Don’t Lead with ‘I Love’ or ‘I Like’” by Starr Sackstein in 
Education Week Teacher, April 21, 2019, https://bit.ly/2E38Bgr; Sackstein can be reached 
at mssackstein@gmail.com.  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us. 
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