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Quote of the Week – “To the world you may be just a teacher but to your students you 
are a hero!” – Anonymous 
 
Welcome Back! – The 2017-18 school year has begun! I hope everyone enjoyed the 
Opening Day breakfast.  Thank you to all who had a role in making it happen and please 
join me in thanking our community table sponsors.  Click here to view a list of sponsors 
who generously and willingly participated. 

  
Distinguished Young Women – Montgomery County’s 
Distinguished Young Woman (DYW) Program was held 
on August 12th, the 13 contestants represented our 
school district and county well.  The winners were: 
Micah Ledford, 4th runner-up; Kim Lopez, 3rd runner-
up; Micaiah Bishop, 2nd runner-up; Macey Tipton, 1st 

http://www.montgomery.kyschools.us/userfiles/2407/My%20Files/ThankYouSponsors17-18.pdf?id=552525


runner-up; and Karisma Keeton, winner.  Karisma also won the fitness, interview and 
scholastic awards.  Macey Tipton won the interview award and was the scholastic runner-
up.  Talent winners were Janna Godby and Micaiah Bishop.  Janna also won the friends 
association award.  Hannah Fulks claimed the fitness and spirit of Distinguished Young 
Woman awards.  Delaney Bromagen and Kim Lopez won the self-expression awards.  
Congratulations to all these young women!  

 
Golf is in Full Swing – The MCHS boys’ golf team played 
three tournaments this past week! MCHS finished second in 
the 2017 Franklin County Flyer Classic.  Junior, Jon Kosier 
led the team and received his second win of the season.  
The girls’ team will host the Montgomery County 
Invitational Tournament this weekend and are expecting 
104 ladies in the field.   
 
 
Web Pages – Please ensure that teacher, department, and 
school web pages, and school and district calendar events 
are updated and maintained.  Contact Amy Mullins 
or Debbie Goldy if pages need to be added, deleted or 
corrected, or if assistance/training is needed. 
 

Dates: 
• Aug. 15 – Mapleton Special Called SBDM Meeting, 4:00 

p.m. 
• Aug. 15 – MSE PTO Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
• Aug. 15 – Volunteer Orientation, 6:00 p.m., MSE 
• Aug. 17 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 19 – Recreation Bowl  
• Aug. 21 – No School – TRIBE Day (Total Solar Eclipse) 
• Aug. 21 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Aug. 21 – Volunteer Orientation, 6:00 p.m., Camargo  
• Aug. 22 – Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., MCHS 

Cafeteria 
• Aug. 23 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Sept. 4 – No School – Labor Day 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Getting Students Actively Involved in Consolidating Their Learning 
                In this article in The Reading Teacher, Kathy Ganske (Vanderbilt University) recalls that 
when she was in elementary school, her father would ask almost every evening what she’d learned 
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in school that day. Knowing the question was coming, she recalls, “I kept my eyes and ears open 
throughout the day for potential candidates for demonstrating understanding…”  

When she became a teacher, Ganske began to ask her students as they waited for their 
afternoon buses what new ideas, concepts, facts, or processes they would share with someone at 
home. “At first, students were slow to generate responses,” she says, “but that gradually changed. 
In anticipation of the talk, they sifted through our day’s journey, as evidenced by the occasional 
announcement of ‘I’m going to hang on to that one!’ that punctuated our classroom learning. The 
end-of-day wrap-up provided a satisfying sense of closure, and the recap of learning made 
students aware of what they’d accomplished.”  

A few years later, Ganske took this a step further: her second graders began to publish a 
Friday parent newsletter of the week’s learning dubbed The Koko Report (in honor of the class’s 
bake sale support of Koko the gorilla and the Gorilla Foundation). It emerged from a meeting on 
the carpet in which Ganske jotted key content areas on chart paper, had students suggest other 
events – field trips, visitors, special projects, birthdays – and together they constructed a web of 
the week’s learning. Initially students had difficulty remembering what had happened during the 
week, but the routine improved their ability to retrieve information from several days ago. 
“[U]nless we make a conscious effort to help them solidify their learning,” says Ganske, “they may 
lose a great deal of it.”  

Next, students signed up as “reporters” to write brief articles, working in groups of two or 
three or occasionally solo. “The talk and recording of information jump-started and deepened 
students’ recollections of our week,” says Ganske, “and the web provided support for their 
beginning writing skills, as did the discussion and feedback that took place in the small groups.” 
Students brought their reports to Ganske, who typed them on a blank newsletter template. After a 
group edit and the addition of a few teacher comments for parents and guardians, the Koko Report 
was photocopied and sent home. The whole workshop took 45-60 minutes.  

Convinced of the value of daily or weekly closure/remembering/consolidating, Ganske 
researched the topic and was surprised to find that very few studies had been done to document 
its impact. “We need to be sure we plan time to cycle back to the what, why, and how of students’ 
learning to help them actively synthesize the parts into a whole,” she concludes. “Lesson closure 
provides space for students to digest and assimilate their learning and to realize why it all 
matters.” 
 
“Lesson Closure: An Important Piece of the Student Learning Puzzle” by Kathy Ganske in The 
Reading Teacher, July/August 2017 (Vol. 71, #1, p. 95-100), http://bit.ly/2tWPl06; Ganske can be 
reached at kathy.ganske@vanderbilt.edu.  
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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