
 

 

 

 

 

        

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 (Due to the Labor Day Holiday) 
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Quote of the Week – “Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone 
can start form now and make a brand new ending.” – Carl Bard 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Teams are winning - the varsity boys’ soccer team won both 
games played last week, varsity girls’ soccer beat Madison Southern 1-0, the volleyball 
team won against Robertson County, and the football team defeated Harrison County, to 
name a few; (2) The Montgomery County Board of Education recognized Bryce Gooding, 
Montgomery County Distinguished Young Woman and MCHS students who achieved 
qualifying scores on Advanced Placement Exams at Tuesday’s meeting.   
 
Student Attendance – MSE earned the highest one-day student attendance and weekly 
student attendance, with 96.62% and 95.03% respectively. Congratulations! 
 
KMEA High School Music Teacher – Last week, Aaron Breeck, MCHS Orchestra Director 
was selected as the District 8 Kentucky Music Educators Association (KMEA) High 
School Music Teacher of the Year for 2018.  District 8 encompasses every primary and 
secondary school in fifteen counties in Northeastern Kentucky.  Mr. Breeck is eligible to 
be selected as Kentucky High School Music Teacher of the Year which will be 
announced in February 2019.  Congratulations! 
 

Camargo kindergarten students and 
staff dressed up for color days. 



KEHP Open Enrollment – The Kentucky Employees’ Health Plan open enrollment 
period will be October 8-26 and enrollment is mandatory for all employees. You 
should receive information in the next couple of weeks to review and plan your needs 
for 2019. 
 
Dates: 

 
• Sept. 6 – 2018 Read to Win Rally, 5:30-7:00 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Sept. 8 – ACT Test, 8:00 a.m., MCHS Zone III Lobby 
• Sept. 10 – Kindergarten Grandparents’ Day Lunch, Camargo 
• Sept. 10 – Preschool & Kindergarten Grandparents’ Day, Mapleton 
• Sept. 10 – MSE Girls on the Run Begins  
• Sept. 10 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 4:15 p.m. 
• Sept. 11 – First Grade Grandparents’ Day Lunch, Camargo 
• Sept. 11 – First Grade Grandparents’ Day, Mapleton 
• Sept. 11 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Sept. 12 – Second Grade Grandparents’ Day Lunch, Camargo 
• Sept. 12 – Second Grade Grandparents’ Day, Mapleton 
• Sept. 12 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Sept. 12 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
• Sept. 13 – Third Grade Grandparents’ Day Lunch, Camargo 
• Sept. 13 – Third Grade Grandparents’ Day, Mapleton 
• Sept. 14 – Fourth and Fifth Grades Grandparents’ Day Lunch, Camargo 
• Sept. 14 – Fourth & Fifth Grades Grandparents’ Day, Mapleton 
• Sept. 19 – Blood Drive, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., MCHS Room 408 
• Sept. 20 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Sept. 21 – MSE Fall Ball (1st – 5th Grade) 
• Sept. 24 – FAFSA Information Parent Night, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• Sept. 25 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Sept. 26 – Balfour Meeting with Seniors, MCHS Auditorium 
• Sept. 28 – MCHS Homecoming Dance, 9 p.m. – 12 a.m. 
• Sept. 29 – Alive at 25 Driving Course, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m., MCHS Room 153 
• Sept. 30 – Fall Festival, Mapleton 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Jennifer Gonzalez on Getting to Know Students 
              In the first of these two Cult of Pedagogy articles, Jennifer Gonzalez describes her growing 
frustration with a particular seventh-grade boy. His squirrelly behavior was getting on her nerves, 
and she responded with reprimands and lunch detention. But then the guidance counselor 
mentioned that the boy’s family was homeless and had been living in a shelter for the last two 
months. “At that moment,” says Gonzalez, “I realized I didn’t really know my students at all.” After 



shifting her approach with this boy, she decided to be much more systematic about building 
relationships with her students at the beginning of each school year. Here’s what she 
recommends: 
              • Part 1: Break the ice. Of course not all icebreakers are effective, says Gonzalez. Some ask 
students to take massive social risks with peers they don’t know very well; some don’t actually 
facilitate familiarity; and some are cheesy. Here are three she has found to be effective: 

- Lines and Blobs – Students are asked to line up in alphabetical order by their first names; 
line up in alphabetical order by their last names; gather with people who have the same eye 
color; gather with people who get to school in the same way (car, bus, bike, skateboard, 
walk); line up in order of birthdays; line up in order of how many languages they speak; 
gather in three blobs: those who have lots of chores at home, a few, or none; gather with 
people who have the same favorite season. With these activities, says Gonzalez, students 
quickly discover things they have in common, don’t have to come up with anything clever, 
and are on their feet, moving, and talking. 

- Concentric Circles – Students get into two equal circles, one inside the other, face a 
classmate in the other circle, and each pair answers a get-to-know-you question, then 
rotates clockwise/counterclockwise to the next person and repeats the process. Some 
possible questions: Do you play any sports? If so, which ones? Do you consider yourself shy 
or outgoing? Why? What is the last movie you saw? Did you like it? Describe your perfect 
dinner. What would you do with a million dollars? What is one thing you’re good at? This 
activity generates lots of one-to-one conversations and helps students quickly feel at home 
in the classroom.  

- This or That – The teacher poses a question (for example, Which animal makes a better pet, 
a dog or a cat?) and students move to a corner of the room with people who have the same 
opinion and talk about why they made that choice. “This game has always been a huge hit 
with any group I’ve ever taught,” says Gonzalez: “It builds student confidence with talking 
in front of their peers, it helps students quickly find kindred spirits, and it’s also just a lot of 
fun.” Other possible questions: Would you rather live in the country or the city? Should all 
students be required to learn a second language? Which is worse, bad breath or body odor? 
Would you rather be indoors or outdoors? Which is better, playing sports or watching 
sports? Would you rather travel every single day or never leave home? 

• Part 2: Take inventory. Gonzalez has students fill out an information sheet that includes 
questions on favorite music, books, hobbies, and sports, also health and allergy issues, technology 
they have at home, whether they divide their time between two households, responsibilities inside 
and outside their home, and what’s competing for their time. It’s also important to confirm how to 
pronounce students’ names and what they prefer to be called. 

• Part 3: Store the data. Gonzalez recommends creating a spreadsheet to make it easy to 
access the information (students’ names are on the vertical axis, key information on the other – for 
example, passions, family, pets, activities, academics, food and drink, skills, miscellaneous). Having 
all this information for each class is helpful to differentiate or jazz up a particular lesson or just to 
refresh one’s memory on students who are flying under the radar.  



• Part 4: Check in with students. Gonzalez recommends doing at least one more survey during 
the year, asking different questions – how are things going for them, how they feel about class 
procedures and rules, whether assignments seem fair, and how challenged they feel. She also 
recommends throwing in open-ended questions like, “What would you like to see more of in this 
class?” and “What else should I know?” (See the first article link below for questionnaires she’s 
created.) 
 
“A 4-Part System for Getting to Know Your Students” by Jennifer Gonzalez in The Cult of Pedagogy, 
July 10, 2016, and “Icebreakers That Rock” by Jennifer Gonzalez, July 23, 
2015, https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/relationship-building/ 
and https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/classroom-icebreakers/  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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