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Quote of the Week – “The truth is like a lion.  You don’t have to defend it.  Let it loose.  It 
will defend itself.” – St. Augustine 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Mapleton K-2 
students enjoyed lunch last week with 
grandparents and friends in observance of 
National Grandparents’ Day on September 10; 
(2) Camargo FRC hosted Muffins for Mom and 
Donuts for Dad on Friday; (3) Teams are winning 
– boys’ and girls’ varsity soccer and volleyball 
each played and won two games last week, the 
football team defeated rival Clark County 51-21 
at home, the boys’ golf team hosted the Montgomery County Invitational Tournament 

and won, just to name a few; (4) The 
Montgomery County 4-H and FFA show and 
sale was held Friday night. Congratulations to 
all of the livestock exhibitors for a great show 
season; (5) Preschool staff, along with their 
family friends, participated in the Bluegrass 
Autism Walk 2017 at Whitaker Bank Ballpark 
yesterday. 
 

MCHS teacher Jeff Arnett, center, instructs 
students on how to weld. 



Thinking of Others – Students and staff were at it again 
helping where it’s needed, as they collected donations to send 
to the victims of Hurricane Harvey.  Mapleton students in Mrs. 
Adams’ class gathered items that were sent to Texas by the 
semi-truck and trailer, which the community graciously filled 
last week.  MSE also collected several cases of water and 
supplies that were sent.  The high school collected baby items, 
toiletries, pet food, canned food, water, shovels, school 
supplies, work gloves, and monetary donations. 
  
Student Attendance – MSE took the lead last week with the highest one-day attendance of 
97.23% on Wednesday and a weekly high of 95.74%. 
 
ECET2NKY Regional Convening – Elevating and Celebrating Effective Teaching and 
Teachers (ECET2) is a national initiative by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation (2012) that focuses on collaboration between highly effective teachers and 
professionalizing the teacher profession.  The movement has evolved from a singular 
national event to small grant funding for state, regional and district events planned and led 
by educators.  Since 2014, nearly 3,000 Kentucky educators have attended a FREE ECET2KY 
convening from 98% of Kentucky's public school districts. 
 
The weekend of November 10th and 11th an event has been planned in Covington for 
educators in the Central/Northern Kentucky area (CKEC, NKECS and OVEC). The Friday 
evening portion (Cincy Airport Marriott) will begin at 6:30 p.m. to allow for afternoon 
travel - no subs would be needed. The convening will continue Saturday morning at 
Beechwood High School.  
 
All ECET2KY events are completely FREE and for PD credit.  Lodging is provided to those 
traveling more than 30 miles.  If you are traveling to an event and need a 
hotel, please invite someone from our district, school or PLN to attend and share the room 
with you to offset costs.  You will reserve the room with your credit card, but the planning 
team will be paying for all rooms in the block has been reserved.  
 
To learn more, register and reserve a room, click here.  This link has information for all 
three convenings.  If you are unsure which cooperative your district is in, click here.  To see 
information on other regional events (Pikeville, September 29/30 and Hopkinsville, 
December 1/2), click here. 
 
Dates: 
 

• Sept. 12 – Camargo Grandparents’ Day Lunch (1st Grade) 
• Sept. 12 – Mapleton Grandparents’ Day Lunch (4th Grade) 
• Sept. 12 – MSE Grandparents’ Day Lunch (1st Grade) 

https://www.smore.com/6902d-ecet2cnky-regional-convening?ref=my
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2OlPYA1q214Rk1fX2ZqZ0FSc2s
https://www.smore.com/qk80f-ecet2ky-fall-2017-regional-events?ref=my


• Sept. 12 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Sept. 13 – Camargo Grandparents’ Day Lunch (2nd Grade) 
• Sept. 13 – MSE Grandparents’ Day Lunch (2nd Grade) 
• Sept. 13 – Camargo SBDM 

Meeting, 3:00 p.m.   
• Sept. 13 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 

3:30 p.m. 
• Sept. 14 – Camargo 

Grandparents’ Day Lunch (3rd 
and 4th Grades)  

• Sept. 14 – MSE Grandparents’ 
Day Lunch (3rd and 4th Grades) 

• Sept. 14 – AR Night, MSE 
Library 

• Sept. 16 – Volunteer 
Orientation, 9:00 a.m., MCHS 

• Sept. 18 – McNabb SBDM 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

• Sept. 20 – High Attendance Day 
• Sept. 20 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• Sept. 21 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
• Sept. 21 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Sept. 25 – Born Learning 

Session 1, 5:30-7:00 p.m., MSE 
• Sept. 26 – Board of Education 

Meeting, 6:30 p.m., MCHS 
Cafeteria 

• Sept. 26-29 – MCHS Bowling 
Tryouts (for grades 7-12), 4:00-
6:00 p.m., Sterling Lanes 

• Sept. 28 – Student Led Parent 
Conferences, Family Dinner 
Night, 5:30-7:00 p.m., MSE 
 

 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar 
information that should be added to your website calendar. 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

The MCHS Key Club met last week for the 
 first time. Members are looking forward  

to helping others in need this year. 



What Is Rigor, Anyway? 
                In this Edutopia article, New York teacher Brian Sztabnik notes how often the word “rigor” 
crops up in faculty meetings, educational conferences, and worried chats with colleagues (“Is this 
book rigorous enough?”). But what does rigor mean? 

- Making students’ work more difficult? 
- Giving them more homework and classwork? 
- Assigning work further up Bloom’s taxonomy or deeper on Webb’s Depth of Knowledge? 

Hold on, says Sztabnik. “Rigor is a result, not a cause… Rigor is not defined by the text – it comes 
from what students do. It is not standard across a curriculum – it is individual to each student’s 
needs. It is not quantified by how much gets crammed into a school day – it is measured in depth 
of understanding.”  
            Sztabnik describes how novelist David Foster Wallace taught his literary analysis course at 
Illinois State University. Wallace used seemingly middlebrow works like Lonesome Dove, Carrie, 
and Silence of the Lambs and said to his students, “Don’t let any lightweightish-looking qualities of 
the texts delude you into thinking this will be a blow-off-type class. These ‘popular’ texts will end 
up being harder than more conventionally ‘literary’ works to unpack and read critically.”  
            That’s the point, says Sztabnik: “Rigor is the result of work that challenges students’ 
thinking in new and interesting ways. It occurs when they are encouraged toward a sophisticated 
understanding of fundamental ideas and are driven by curiosity to discover what they don’t 
know… Let us aspire to something greater than making difficult work for our students. Let’s take 
them to that intersection of encouragement and engagement, where they confront ideas and 
problems that are meaningful. Let’s stretch their thinking. Let’s unleash their sophistication. And 
let’s foster a love of deep knowledge.”  
 
“A New Definition of Rigor” by Brian Sztabnik in Edutopia, May 7, 2017,  
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/a-new-definition-of-rigor-brian-sztabnik  
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/a-new-definition-of-rigor-brian-sztabnik
mailto:matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us
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