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Quote of the Week – “Tough times never last, but tough people do.” – Robert H. Schuller 
 
Reminder >> Nationwide Alert System Test – On October 3, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) will conduct a test of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) 
and Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) to assess the operational readiness of the 
nation’s infrastructure that would be used to send messages during a nationwide 
emergency.  This test message will be sent to cell phones that are connected to wireless 
providers participating in WEA.  The WEA portion of the test will begin at 2:18 p.m., and 
the EAS portion will follow at 2:20 p.m.  As this will occur during school time, you will 
want to prepare your students for this by letting them know that it is test and practice 
just like when we practice our safety drills.   
 

Celebrating Success – (1) The boys’ golf team is 
advancing to state competition later this week.  
The Indians won their fourth straight regional 
title. The Lady Indians have one player, Anna Clay 



Clark, to advance to state. Good luck to all; (2) Students who competed in the State Fair 
Events – FFA, 4-H, Junior Chef, as well as two cadets who were selected for Boys State 
were recognized by the Board on September 25th; (3) The high school enjoyed a great 
homecoming week with daily dress up activities, the parade on Thursday, and the 
football team defeating South Laurel Friday night; (4) MCXC competed in the Greater 
Louisville Classic this past weekend.  In the boys’ varsity race, 418 runners competed 
including senior, Jarrett Forrest, who finished 21st. 
 
Students Write like Mesopotamians – Students in 
Ms. Durand's and Mrs. Holland's 7th grade Social 
Studies classes learned what it was like to write like 
Mesopotamians last week. Students wrote in the 
ancient writing system cuneiform, using simulated 
clay tablets and a simulated wooden stylus. They 
were able to determine how this ancient writing 
system was unique to the Mesopotamian society. 
 
Student Attendance – Mt. Sterling Elementary had the highest one-day this week, with 
97.4% on Tuesday, September 25.  Northview claimed the weekly high attendance with 
95.64%.  
  
Health Insurance – Health insurance open enrollment if October 8-25, and is 
mandatory this year.  Benefit Selection Guides will be available this week.  Key open 
enroll information is available by clicking here. 
 
Benefit Fairs – Please take advantage of the opportunity to learn of the benefits 
available to school employees.  Click here for a list of dates and vendors. 
 
Dates: 

 
• Oct. 2 – Junior Class Work Ethic Seal Program, 8:30 a.m. – 12 noon, Clay 

Community Center 
• Oct. 3 – Fire Prevention Day, Mapleton 
• Oct. 5 – Fall Festival, MSE 
• Oct. 5 – Fall Festival, 6:00-8:30 p.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 6 – MCHS Super Saturday College & Career Fair, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
• Oct. 8 – Fire Prevention Day, Northview 
• Oct. 8 – SBDM Meeting, 4:15 p.m., McNabb 
• Oct. 9 – SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m., Mapleton 
• Oct. 10 – Benefits Fair, 8-11 a.m., Mapleton 
• Oct. 10 – Benefits Fair, 12 noon – 3 p.m., Northview 
• Oct. 10 – SBDM Meeting, 3:45 p.m., MSE 
• Oct. 12-15 – No School – Fall Break 
• Oct. 16 – Orchestra Fall Concert, 7:00 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• Oct. 17 – Benefits Fair, 8-11 a.m., MSE 

https://personnel.ky.gov/KEHP/2019%20Benefit%20Highlights.pdf
http://www.montgomery.kyschools.us/userfiles/2407/My%20Files/18-19Flyer.pdf?id=555346


• Oct. 17 – Benefits Fair, 12 noon – 3p.m., McNabb 
• Oct. 17 – SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 18 – SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS 
• Oct. 18 – Fall Orchestra Concert, 6:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Oct. 19 – Pastries with Parents, 7:00 a.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 19 – Testing Celebration, MSE 
• Oct. 22-26 – Red Ribbon Week 
• Oct. 23 – Family Dinner Night, Health Fair, and Student Spotlight Conference 

Night, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Mapleton 
• Oct. 24 – Benefits Fair, 8-11 a.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 24 – Benefits Fair, 12 noon – 3 p.m., MCHS 
• Oct. 25 – Kids Read Now Celebration, MCHS Arena 
• Oct. 25 – Parent Teacher Conference Night, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 26 – Fall Parties, Mapleton 
• Oct. 27 – Harlem Wizards – Tricks Hoops and Alley Oops Event, 2:00 p.m., 

MCHS Arena 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

How Many Mistakes Is It Okay for Struggling Readers to Make? 
              In this article in The Reading Teacher, Emily Rodgers, Jerome D’Agostino, Robert Kelly, and 
Clara Mikita (The Ohio State University) address the question of what level of reading accuracy – 
95%, 90%, 85% – is best to support primary-grade students who are having difficulty with 
reading. There’s a surprising lack of consensus about how much challenge is best, with different 
researchers making the case for easy, instructional, and hard texts. “Without direct empirical 
evidence that truly isolates the effects of various accuracy ranges on reading proficiency,” say the 
authors, “we are left with several important questions: Does accuracy (and, conversely, amount of 
error) matter to reading progress for beginning readers who are having difficulty learning to 
read? Is it deleterious or helpful to their progress if they read with less than 90% accuracy in a 
highly supportive literacy intervention setting?” These questions are even more important with 
the advent of Common Core standards, which call for more reading of challenging tests.  
              Rodgers, D’Agostino, Kelly, and Mikita conducted a study of oral reading and came to an 
unequivocal conclusion: When bottom-20th percentile students read texts with low accuracy (less 
than 90%), there is a negative effect on their reading development. Conversely, the more these 
students read at the instructional or easy level, the better their downstream results. In other 
words, the more time lower-achieving students spend reading texts in their comfort zone – not too 
hard and not too easy – the better they will do. “Perhaps most important,” say the authors, “we 
found no support for assertions that students in a supportive instructional setting benefited from 
lower accuracy rates.”  



              What are the implications for primary-grade classrooms? Of course making errors, 
problem-solving, and fixing mistakes are necessary for learning, say Rodgers, D’Agostino, Kelly, 
and Mikita. “Not only do errors give us insight into a student’s processing of print, but errors may 
also be self-instructive, particularly if a student makes an error and then self-corrects.” But there 
is a tipping point where making too many errors is harmful to the reader. Classroom implications: 

- With struggling beginning readers, aim for high accuracy – 95% or above about 60% of the 
time reading books on which they have received instruction beforehand. 

- Avoid below-90% accuracy at all costs. “We can assert with confidence that rereading 
previously taught books with less than 90% accuracy was absolutely deleterious to student 
reading progress,” say the authors. 

- Track accuracy to inform teaching. Teachers need to use running records to measure 
students’ reading levels so they can get them working with just-right books.  

- Distinguish between assessment-derived and instruction-derived accuracies. The authors 
advise teachers to use the levels students are reading after instruction, not the levels that 
come from a “cold” assessment. 

Rodgers, D’Agostino, Kelly, and Mikita conclude with an important caveat: “We do not know from 
this study whether more typically achieving students are as vulnerable to reading texts with less 
than 90% accuracy as those in the lower 20th percentile, as was the case for the cohort of students 
in our study. It may be that students making good progress or older students are not as affected by 
reading with less than 90% accuracy.” 
 
“Oral Reading Accuracy: Findings and Implications from Recent Research” by Emily Rodgers, 
Jerome D’Agostino, Robert Kelly, and Clara Mikita in The Reading Teacher, September/ October 
2018 (Vol. 72, #2, p. 149-157), https://bit.ly/2NiQz05; Rogers can be reached at  
rodgers.42@osu.edu.  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  

https://bit.ly/2NiQz05
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mailto:matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us

	How Many Mistakes Is It Okay for Struggling Readers to Make?

