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Quote of the Week – “If we did all the things we are capable of doing, we would literally 
astound ourselves.” – Thomas Edison 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Mapleton and Mt. Sterling Elementary fourth graders stayed 
overnight last week at North Central 4-H Environmental Camp in Carlisle, KY.  Camargo 

fourth graders will attend the camp on Thursday and 
Friday of this week; (2) The Gatton Academy visited 
MC2 in hopes of recruiting students and presented Mr. 
Donaldson with a plaque to honor past, present and 
future students; (3) The Lady Indians 6th and 7th Grade 
Basketball Teams competed in the championship 
games of the Bluegrass Conference Tournament.  
Although the Lady Indians fell short, both teams put 
up a tough fight and brought home the runner-up 
titles; (4) The boys’ soccer team won the district 
championship (2-0) Thursday night against Bourbon 

County.  This is Coach Nick Pannell’s seventh straight district championship.  The Lady 
Indians were district runner-up and will play Campbell County in the first round of the 
10th Region Tournament; (5) Four members of the Montgomery County FFA Chapter 
competed in the Kentucky Farm Bureau Outstanding Youth and Variety Talent Contest.  

McNabb held a pep rally last week for the 
Lady Indians basketball team as they went 

into the championship games of the 
Bluegrass Conference Tournament. 



Justin Arnett and Grace Clark were the male and female division winners.  They will 
represent the district at the state contest in November.  Riley Warner was first runner-
up in the female speaking contest, and Makayla Stigall was first runner-up in the variety 
talent contest; (6) The ATC Carpentry students attached the first piece of wood to the 
Habitat for Humanity House. 
 
Student Attendance – McNabb came through 
with the highest one day attendance on Tuesday 
with 96.14%.  MCIS claimed the weekly high 
attendance with 95.17%. 
 
National School Lunch Week – There were 
several activities at the schools last week in 
observance of National School Lunch Week. We 
are very appreciative of our school nutrition 
services workers. (McNabb is pictured.) 
 
LAST CHANCE! Mandatory Health Insurance Open Enrollment – Open Enrollment for 
health insurance will end on Friday, October 20th.  It is mandatory for every employee 
who wishes to have health insurance or to waive insurance in 2018 to enroll this 
year.  You can complete Open Enrollment actions by clicking here. 
 
Benefits Fairs – Each fair will be located in the school’s media center.  Dates and locations are 
as follows:  
 
Wednesday, October 18th  
9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Camargo ⦁ 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., MCIS 
 
Wednesday, October 25th  
9 a.m. to 12 p.m., MSE ⦁ 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., McNabb 
 
Off-Campus Masters Programs – Georgetown College will be holding a final round of 
information sessions regarding their Off-Campus Masters Programs.  See the attachment. 
 
Dates: 

 
• Oct. 18 – Benefits Fair, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 18 – Benefits Fair, 1:30-4:30 p.m., MCIS 
• Oct. 18 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m.   
• Oct. 19 – Fire Prevention Day (K-3 Grades), Camargo 
• Oct. 19 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

https://personnel.ky.gov/Pages/KEHP-OE.aspx


• Oct. 23 – Born Learning Parent Workshop, 5:30 
p.m., ELC 

• Oct. 24-25 – Operation Preparation for MCHS 
Sophomores 

• Oct. 24 – Camargo Parent Conference Night, 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

• Oct. 24 – Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
MCHS Cafeteria 

• Oct. 25 – Benefits Fair, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., MSE 
• Oct. 25 – Benefits Fair, 1:30-4:30 p.m., McNabb 
• Oct. 26 – ELC Fall Parties 
• Oct. 26 – Family Dinner Night, Health Fair, and 

Student Spotlight Conference Night, 5:00-7:00 
p.m., Mapleton 

• Oct. 27 – Mapleton Fall Parties 
• Oct. 31 – ELC Preschoolers Visit Sterling Meadow 
• Oct. 31 – MSE Fall Parties 
• Nov. 3 – Camargo Fall Festival, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Nov. 6 – No School – Teacher Planning Day 
• Nov. 8 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 8 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Celebration, 1:15 p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 11 – Veterans Day Celebration, 1:00 p.m., MCIS 
• Nov. 15 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• Nov. 16 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 21– Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Nov. 22-24 – No School – Thanksgiving Break 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Getting Students to Tackle Problems That Don’t Have Easy Solutions 
(Originally titled “Inviting Uncertainty Into the Classroom”) 
                In this article in Educational Leadership, Ronald Beghetto (University of Connecticut) says 
teachers sometimes over-plan classroom learning experiences and don’t give students enough 
experience dealing with uncertainty. “Just as you can’t learn to swim if you never get in the water,” 
says Beghetto, “students won’t learn how to respond productively to the unknown if we never give 
them opportunities to do so.” He suggests five ways teachers can address this: 
                • View uncertainty as an opportunity. Sure, there’s such a thing as bad uncertainty – ill-
defined tasks, students with no idea what’s expected of them. But a challenging task with clear 
goals and just enough scaffolding and support is good for students. “Put simply,” says Beghetto, 

Mrs. Mora and Mrs. High, MCIS 
teacher leaders conducted a 
CASL strategies PD with the 

New to MCIS Cadre. 



“uncertainty is what makes a problem a problem. If you already know how to move from A to Z, 
then you don’t have a problem…” 
                • Try lesson unplanning. By this, he means planning an activity with an uncertain outcome 
– it will emerge as students interact with the content. Students might be invited to come up with 
multiple ways to solve a math problem and then debate which is most efficient and accurate. “The 
more opportunities students have to practice working through problems when things are less 
spelled out,” says Beghetto, “the more likely they’ll be able to take on increasingly complex 
challenges.” 
                • Assign demanding tasks – Some examples: writing a different ending of a short story 
while adhering to the author’s style; dealing with under-the-radar bullying; planning a garden to 
provide homeless families with fresh produce; designing a robot to clean New York City’s 
subways. With assignments like these, teachers need to break them into chunks and give 
appropriate support. But, Beghetto insists, “Students need to learn how to sit with the uncertainty 
of a thorny challenge, take time to explore the features of the task or situation, generate possible 
ways to address it, and evaluate the viability of those possibilities. Finally, students need to take 
action by choosing initial steps, taking those steps, monitoring progress, and making adjustments 
along the way.”  
                • Explore the backstory of famous solutions. We teach students about how daunting 
scientific and social problems were solved, says Beghetto. “Focusing only on tidy solutions… 
doesn’t allow students to understand how or why those challenges were identified in the first 
place or reveal the behind-the-scenes messiness and productive struggle that went into resolving 
them.” Students need to read the history of some successfully solved challenges or talk in person 
(perhaps via Skype) with accomplished professionals about how they have wrestled with real-
world problems. 
                • Launch legacy projects. Most school projects are over when they’re over, says Beghetto. 
“What if instead of limiting projects to the classroom and viewing them as coming to an end, we 
engaged students in projects that address authentic, complex challenges and that make a lasting 
contribution beyond classroom walls…?” An example: high-school students working with their 
world language department to translate public information into Spanish and deliver it to people in 
the community. Taking on a challenge like this involves addressing four “deceptively simple” 
design questions: 

- What is the problem? 
- Why does it matter? 
- What are we going to do about it? 
- What lasting legacy will our work leave? 

“Such efforts,” Beghetto concludes, “can go a long way in helping students learn how, why, and 
when to unleash their problem-solving skills on complex challenges – and even when it’s better 
not to do so.”  
 
“Inviting Uncertainty Into the Classroom” by Ronald Beghetto in Educational Leadership, October 
2017 (Vol. 75, #2, p. 20-25), http://bit.ly/2yHD3Y5; the author can be reached 
at Ronald.beghetto@uconn.edu. 
 

http://bit.ly/2yHD3Y5
mailto:Ronald.beghetto@uconn.edu


 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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