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Quote of the Week – “Failure is the opportunity to begin again, this time more 
intelligently.” – Henry Ford 
 
LAST CHANCE! Health Insurance Enrollment – Friday is the final day for enrollment.  
This is a MANDATORY open enrollment period.  Everyone must enroll in or waive health 
insurance coverage.  
 
Boys’ Soccer Team 10th Region Champs – Congratulations to the Boys’ Soccer Team for 
bringing home the 10th Region Title on Saturday when they defeated Pendleton County 
(2-1). Tomorrow at 7 p.m. they will compete in the first round of the state tournament 
against Highlands.  Don’t forget tomorrow will be MoCo School Spirit Day! Wear school 
colors or your favorite MoCo attire. 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Camargo fourth graders and their faithful teachers braved the 
elements at environmental camp; (2) Congratulations to the boys’ and girls’ 6th grade and 

 

Today, MCHS students and staff kicked off Red 
Ribbon Week by wearing red. 



under XC runners for winning the State Open 
Championships; (3) Two members of the MCHS 
volleyball team were selected for the All-Region 
Team.  
 
Student Attendance – Northview earned the 
highest one-day attendance with 96.45% on 
Wednesday, October 17.  Camargo claimed the 
weekly high attendance with 94.89%. 

 
National School Bus Safety Week – We are very 
appreciative of our transportation department 
employees.  This week is National School Bus Safety 
Week.  We give thanks for their hard work and 
dedication to the students of Montgomery County 
Schools. 
 
Benefits Fairs – The two remaining benefits fairs 
will be:  
 
Camargo – October 24, 8:00 – 11:00 a.m.  
 
MCHS – October 24, 12 noon – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Around Town – In addition to a number of school-based activities, there are several 
community activities that might be of interest/benefit for students and employees (some 
require a fee):  

• Oct. 22 – Trunk-N-Treat, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Jeffersonville Community Park  
• Oct. 27 – MSMC Parks and Recreation & Love of Paws Howl-O-Ween, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 
Pribble Bark Park  
• Oct. 27 – Zombie Walk, 7:00 p.m., Downtown  
• Oct. -27-31 – The Fraternal Order of Police will host School of Horror located at the Early 
Learning Center 212 Maysville Road.  The event is from 7:30 to10:30 each night and 
admission is $5.  
• Oct. 30 – Boo Fest, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Easy Walker Park  
• Oct. 30 – Mt. Sterling/Montgomery County Trick or Treat, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
 
Dates:  

 
• Oct. 22-26 – Red Ribbon Week 
• Oct. 23 – Family Dinner Night, Health Fair, and Student Spotlight Conference 

Night, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Mapleton 
• Oct. 24 – Benefits Fair, 8-11 a.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 24 – Benefits Fair, 12 noon – 3 p.m., MCHS 
• Oct. 25 – Kids Read Now Celebration, MCHS Arena 



• Oct. 25 – Parent Teacher Conference Night, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Oct. 26 – Pink Out for Breast Cancer Awareness, MSE 
• Oct. 27 – KMEA District Honors Orchestra, 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m., McNabb 

Auditorium 
• Oct. 30 – Halloween Parties, Northview 
• Oct. 31 – Fall Parties, 1:45 p.m., Mapleton 
• Oct. 31 – Fall Parties, 2:00 p.m., MSE 
• Nov. 1-16 – Canned Food Drive, Camargo 
• Nov. 1 – KPREP State Testing Reward, Mapleton 
• Nov. 1 – McNabb Reader’s Book Club, 6:30 p.m., McNabb Media Center  
• Nov. 2 – Career Fair (4th & 5th Grades) 
• Nov. 3 – JROTC Competition, 8:00 a.m. 

– 3:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 
• Nov. 5 – No School – Teacher 

Planning Day 
• Nov. 6 – Pizza with Pops, 7:15 – 8:00 

a.m., MSE 
• Nov. 8 – Veterans Day Ceremony, 2:45 

p.m., MCHS Barn  
• Nov. 8 – Student Led Conferences & 

Family Dinner Night, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
MSE 

• Nov. 8 – Blue-White Scrimmage, 6:00-
8:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 

• Nov. 8 – Parent/Student Drug 
Awareness Night, 6:00-8:00 p.m., 
McNabb Auditorium & Library 

• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Program, 8:30 a.m., Northview 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Program, 9:00 a.m., Mapleton  
• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Assembly, 9:30 a.m., McNabb  
• Nov. 9 – Community Dinner at Jeffersonville Community Center, 6:00-7:30 

p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 12 – Veterans Day Performance, 8:30 a.m., MSE 
• Nov. 12 – Veterans Day Celebration, 1:30 p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 14 – Drive 4 UR School Event (for MCHS After Prom), 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 

p.m., MCHS Parking Lot 
• Nov. 21-23 – No School – Thanksgiving Break 
• Nov. 29 – Operation Preparation, McNabb 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Fifth grade students at Camargo 
Elementary watched a performance of 

Daniel Boone presented by The Kentucky 
Chautauqua program.  The actor portraying 

Daniel Boone is Kevin Hardesty. 
 



Angela Duckworth Puts Grit in Perspective 
(Originally titled “Grit and the Greater Good: A Conversation with Angela Duckworth”) 
              In this Educational Leadership interview by Sarah McKibben, grit guru Angela 
Duckworth (University of Pennsylvania) describes three positive character traits: 

- Interpersonal – strengths of the heart such as gratitude, empathy, honesty, and 
social and emotional intelligence; these help us get along with and contribute to the 
lives of others. 

- Intrapersonal – strengths of the will such as academic self-discipline, deferring 
gratification, optimism, a growth mindset, and grit; these help us get work done and 
move toward personal goals. 

- Intellectual – strengths of the mind such as curiosity, open-mindedness, intellectual 
humility, imagination, and creativity.  

Duckworth believes the first trait – interpersonal – is the most important for life, although 
not for academic success. “I am horrified at the idea that my daughters would grow up to be 
unkind and unempathetic people,” says Duckworth. “It’s important for my kids to be good 
before it’s important for me that they are great.” 
            Duckworth goes on to say that her ideas on grit, like Carol Dweck’s on mindset, are 
sometimes misapplied in schools. “Grit is not about blaming the student,” she says. “To say 
that grit is important doesn’t mean that when kids are not performing well, it’s their fault, 
instead of needing more support, better instruction, and more opportunities… There’s a 
responsibility for society, classroom teachers, superintendents, headmasters to create the 
circumstances under which growth mindset and grit and other aspects of character can 
grow.” When a student struggles, the response shouldn’t be, “Oh well, at least you tried 
hard,” but rather, “Well, let’s get out that last test and let’s go through every problem 
together and figure out what went wrong. And then let’s practice what needs to go better 
next time.”  
            In other words, Duckworth sees the need to balance agency: adults creating 
conditions under which students can thrive, and students developing character traits that 
enable them to take advantage of those conditions.  

Duckworth is careful to give young people credit for grit that doesn’t show up on 
conventional measures – for example, working at Domino’s 20 hours a week to help pay the 
bills, raising a sibling, and making dinner every night. But kids who are exhibiting grit in 
those contexts may need help transferring it to school. Another example: a boy might be 
working really hard on the basketball team, taking feedback, being resilient, but when his 
math teacher says, “Let’s try that problem again,” he says, “No, I can’t do it.”  

“I’ve taught kids like that,” says Duckworth, “I’m like, ‘Wait a second, where does all 
your grit, your resilience, your growth mindset, your terrific coachable attitude go?’ They 
sometimes need help in understanding that it is the same situation. They need to be able to 



say to themselves, ‘I’m being challenged, I’m being asked to do something I can’t yet do. But 
I can do it with some support and some practice and effort.’”  

Duckworth points to www.characterlab.org/expert-practice, a playbook on the 
Character Lab website to help students build mastery toward a specific skill with ongoing 
practice and teacher support. “What expert practice is not, is rote, drill-and-kill kind of 
practice,” she says. “With a lot of the work that kids do in class or at home, the feedback is 
not the way it’s supposed to be, which is immediate and formative.” She approves of 
classrooms where students can take tests again and have their grades reflect improvement. 

What about students who haven’t found something they’re passionate about? “Grit 
really starts with passion,” says Duckworth. “People always focus on the work ethic part of 
it, but I actually think that the passion comes first developmentally… In a grittier world, we 
really wouldn’t be forcing kids to do tons of practice on hard things that they don’t care 
about; we would find ways to have them be playful and enjoy things.” That means exposing 
kids to lots of possibilities, helping them discover their passions, doing project-based 
learning, and pushing them to do things they didn’t think they could do. Duckworth 
suggests that schools adopt her family’s Hard Thing Rule: everyone chooses an activity 
that’s challenging and requires daily deliberate practice – the violin, yoga, gymnastics – and 
commits to working on it for a significant period of time. 
 
“Grit and the Greater Good: A Conversation with Angela Duckworth” by Sarah McKibben in 
Educational Leadership, October 2018 (Vol. 76, #2, p. 40-45), https://bit.ly/2EfP4vv; 
McKibben is at sarah.mckibben@ascd.org, Duckworth at duckwort@psych.upenn.edu.  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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