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Quote of the Week – “Character is how you treat those who can do nothing for you.” - 
Anonymous 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Camargo students painted rocks and participated in “Wild 
West” activities on Tuesday as an attendance incentive for the District High Attendance 
Day; (2) MCATC announced September’s Students of the Month: Keely Spencer, Canaan 
Stephens, Macey Tipton and Matthew Whitaker.  In order to be nominated for the 
award, a student must have excellent grades in all technical classes, be a member of a 
career and technical student organization, possess a good attendance record, and 
portray outstanding behavior; (3) Camargo fourth graders and their faithful teachers 
braved the elements at environmental camp; 
(4) The ATC Carpentry students finished the 
floor on the Habitat for Humanity House; (5) 
Senior night for football players, band 
members and cross country runners was held 
prior to Friday night’s football game.  The 
Indians defeated Woodford County 61-14 
improving their record to 7-2; (6) Montgomery 
County XC raced at the Meet of Champions on 
Saturday at Masterson Station.  The girls’ 4th 

MCHS senior, Alex Walker recently 
visited MCIS to talk to female students 

about body image and being 
comfortable in your own skin.  Alex 
recited her slam poem "Letter to My 

Younger Self" which she performed in 
the Montgomery County Distinguished 
Young Woman competition in August. 



grade and under team finished second out of 23 teams.  All seven girls finished in the 
top 50 in a field of 253 runners and three of the seven runners were in the top five.  The 
boys 6th grade and under team finished second place out of 11 teams.  
 
Student Attendance – MSE took the lead last week with the highest one-day attendance of 
96.29% on Thursday and the weekly high of 95.62%. 
 
National School Bus Safety Week – We are 
very appreciative of our transportation 
department employees.  Last week was 
National School Bus Safety Week.  We give 
thanks for their hard work and dedication to 
the students of Montgomery County Schools.    
 
Benefits Fairs – The two remaining benefits fairs 
will be: 
 
Mt. Sterling Elementary – October 25th, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
McNabb Middle – October 25th, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.  
 
MCEA Holiday Bazaar – Wouldn’t it be great to spend a fun Saturday preparing for your 
favorite winter holidays and family celebrations? Wouldn’t it be great to be able to make 
the difference in the life of a child? Attend the Montgomery County Education Association’s 
Holiday Bazaar and accomplish both!  Do your holiday shopping with the best independent 
vendors from the Gateway area.  A new clothing and school supply donation drop box will 
be set up to assist our Family Resource Centers.  Monetary donations will be accepted as 
well.  If you are interested in becoming a vendor, please email Michelle Slone for an 
application.  If you cannot attend, but would like to help, monetary donations will be 
accepted prior to and following the event.  All monetary donations are tax-deductible and 
100% of the proceeds benefit Montgomery County Schools Family Resource Centers. 
 
Around Town – In addition to a number of school-based activities, there are several 
community activities that might be of interest/benefit for students and employees (some 
require a fee): 
 

• Oct. 24 – Trunk or Treat, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Jeffersonville Community Park 
• Oct. -27-28 – The Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 6 will host Frightmares Haunted 

House located at 660 Maysville Road across from Auto Zone.  The event starts at 
7:00 p.m. each night and admission is $5. 

• Oct. 28 – Zombie Walk, 7:00 p.m., Downtown 
• Oct. 28 – Zombieland, 8:30 p.m., Montgomery County Public Library 
• Oct. 28 – MSMC Parks and Recreation & Love of Paws Howl-O-Ween, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 

Pribble Bark Park 



• Oct. 30 – MSMC Parks and Recreation Boo Fest, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Easy Walker Park 
• Oct. 31 – Mt. Sterling/Montgomery County Trick or Treat, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
Dates: 

 
• Oct. 23 – Born Learning Parent Workshop, 5:30 p.m., ELC 
• Oct. 24-25 – Operation Preparation for MCHS Sophomores 
• Oct. 24 – Camargo Parent Conference Night, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
• Oct. 24 – Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Oct. 25 – Benefits Fair, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., MSE 
• Oct. 25 – Benefits Fair, 1:30-4:30 p.m., McNabb 
• Oct. 26 – ELC Fall Parties 
• Oct. 26 – Family Dinner Night, Health Fair, 

and Student Spotlight Conference Night, 
5:00-7:00 p.m., Mapleton 

• Oct. 27 – Mapleton Fall Parties 
• Oct. 31 – ELC Preschoolers Visit Sterling 

Meadow 
• Oct. 31 – MSE Fall Parties 
• Nov. 3 – Camargo Fall Festival, 5:30-7:30 

p.m. 
• Nov. 3 – MSE Fall Festival  

• Nov. 4 – KMEA District 8 Honors 
Orchestra Concert, 5:00 p.m., McNabb 
Auditorium 

• Nov. 6 – No School – Teacher Planning Day 
• Nov. 8 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 8 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 8:30 

a.m., MSE 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans’ Day Celebration, 1:15 

p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 9:00 

a.m., Mapleton 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 9:30 

a.m., McNabb 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 2:30-

3:30 p.m., MCHS 
• Nov. 11 – Veterans’ Day Celebration, 1:00 p.m., MCIS 
• Nov. 14 – District High Attendance Day 
• Nov. 14 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 14 – McNabb Beta Club Initiation, 7:00 p.m. 

FRC Coordinator, Ms. Jodi rode a horse to 
school as a reward for students who 

came to school on Tuesday. 

Carpentry students finished the floor last 
week on the Habitat for Humanity House. 



• Nov. 15 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 16 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 

p.m.   
• Nov. 16 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Nov. 21– Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 

p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Nov. 22-24 – No School – Thanksgiving 

Break 
• Nov. 27 – Born Learning Parent Workshop 
• Nov. 28 – Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical 

Auditions for Addams Family, 3:45 p.m., 
MCHS Auditorium 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Structuring Lessons So Students Struggle Productively and Collaborate 
(Originally titled “Turning Teaching Upside Down”) 
                In this Educational Leadership article, math educator and writer Cathy Seeley remembers 
the logical, straightforward way she was taught to teach math: explain the concept, guide students 
as they work with examples, and then have them apply what they’ve learned as they work 
independently. The problem with this pedagogy is that it “may set students up for frustration and 
failure,” says Seeley, “especially when they’re faced with challenging problems they haven’t been 
taught how to solve.” 
                The alternative is what Seeley calls upside-down teaching – teacher-structured but with 
students doing most of the work. Here’s how it works: the teacher presents a problem students 
don’t already know how to solve, provides support as they wrestle with it, and then joins with 
them to connect their solutions to the mathematical goal. As students work, the teacher circulates, 
asks questions to clarify students’ thinking, and makes strategic decisions about which students 
should share their work, and in what sequence. The upside-down lesson reverses the conventional 
I-We-You sequence. Now it’s: 

- You tackle a problem. 
- We talk together about your thinking and your work. 
- I help connect the discussion to the lesson goal. 

“The focus is on students coming up with ideas, solutions, approaches, and models,” says Seeley, 
“even as the teacher facilitates the discussion…” It’s important to create a climate where it’s okay 
to make mistakes, students listen to each others’ contributions, and the ultimate solution is a 
group endeavor.  

Ms. Nikki Henderson won a $25 Walmart 
gift card from Transcend Credit Union at 

at Wednesday’s Benefits Fair. 



Why is this approach effective? Because, says Seeley, “constructively struggling with 
mathematical ideas can engage students’ thinking and help them learn to persevere in problem 
solving.” Upside-down teaching also helps students develop a growth mindset – the belief that 
they can get smarter through effort, strategy, and persistence.  

The key to launching such lessons is a “low-floor, high-ceiling task” – with multiple entry 
points so all students can access the task at some level, and also plenty of depth. As students work, 
the teacher circulates and might say: 

- How did you decide to divide by seven? 
- Can you draw a picture of what you just said? 
- Let me know when you’ve decided between your three different models. 

When the class comes back together, students present their findings and the teacher asks 
clarifying questions, facilitates the discussion, makes good use of errors and misconceptions, and 
finally makes explicit the connections between students’ work and the mathematical goal of the 
lesson. Seeley describes four examples of upside-down lessons, with a video of each: 
                • Second graders watch a video of the Cookie Monster grabbing an unopened package of 
cookies, eating several, and putting the package back on a kitchen counter. “What did you notice 
about the video?” asks the teacher. “What did you wonder?” The question: How many cookies 
were eaten? Students work in pairs, the class reconvenes, and the teacher highlights different 
approaches and summarizes with a subtraction equation. http://bit.ly/22dMIic.  
                • A sixth-grade teacher shows students she can achieve the perfect shade of purple paint 
by mixing 2 cups of blue paint with 3 cups of red paint. Students are challenged to figure out, and 
model with colored cubes and drawings, how many cups of red and blue paint would be needed to 
make 20 cups of perfect purple paint. http://bit.ly/1Od4lbH.  
                • A 12th-grade teacher has students examine a tire from her car, noting its dimensions and 
characteristics, and then asks what would happen if someone replaced her tires with bigger ones – 
how would the car’s speed, gas mileage, odometer accuracy, and the space the car would take up 
on the road or in a parking space be affected? http://bit.ly/2yuzCY3.  
                • A pre-calculus teacher draws a graph on the board with coordinates labeled in two 
different colors and tells students there might be an error in the coordinates shown in red. 
http://bit.ly/2hK2tgR.  
 
“Turning Teaching Upside Down” by Cathy Seeley in Educational Leadership, October 2017 (Vol. 
75, #2, p. 32-36), http://bit.ly/2gb1rup; Seeley can be reached at cseeley@utexas.edu. 
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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