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Quote of the Week – “There are no seven wonders of the world in the eyes of a child.  
There are seven million.” – Walt Streightiff 
 
FBLA Tours Old Kentucky Chocolates and Rupp Arena – Montgomery County ATC FBLA 
recently traveled to Lexington to tour Old Kentucky Chocolates and Rupp Arena.  The 
purpose of this field trip was to teach FBLA members about the way some of the most 
successful businesses in the area operate.  At Old Kentucky Chocolates, the students toured 
the facility and learned about the production 
and sale of chocolates and candies.  Later in 
the day at Rupp Arena, the students met with 
Carl Hall, Director of Arena Management, and 
Kathy Derr, Senior Event Manager, to discuss 
the roles and jobs they have within the 
facility.  After learning about the positions, 
the students had a chance to tour the UK 
Men’s Basketball Team locker room. 
 
MCHS Senior Receives Two Awards – Congratulations to Brogan 
Dice for being named the School Winner from Montgomery 
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or treating. 



County High School in the Wendy's High School Heisman.  Wendy's recognizes Brogan as a 
high character student-athlete who sets the bar.  He works hard, shows more compassion 
and leads by example--in the classroom, on the field and within the community.  For 
Brogan, taking the easy way out or cutting corners is not an option and Wendy's is proud to 
honor his dedication.  Brogan was also recognized Thursday evening at the Mt. Sterling-
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet.  He received the 
Diamond Stellar Student Award. 
 
XC Competes at State Meet – The MCHS Girls’ Varsity Cross Country Team and two eighth 
grade boys competed this past Saturday at the state meet.  Logan Stafford and Logan Stigall 
have been ranked as high as 2nd and 4th in the state among eighth grade AAA runners.  
Stafford ran a personal best time of 17:44, earning a spot among the top 100 elite runners 
in the KHSAA State Cross Country Meet.  He placed 83rd in a field of 278 runners.  Stafford 
secured his trip to the state meet by placing as the top runner for Montgomery County in 
the 6AAA Region.  Teammate Logan Stigall placed 198th in an impressive time of 18:47.  
The girls’ varsity team competed in their third consecutive state championship and were 
led by junior, Jewelee Holbrook.  Jewelee placed 126th, covering the 5K course in 22:17, 
Lauren Patrick ran 23:16 and Bailey Walker ran 24:03. Seventh grader, Rose Artrip ran 
24:57, Morgan Patrick ran 25:47, Chyann Sargent ran 26:00 and senior, Kim Lopez ran 
26:57.  Congratulations to MOCO XC! 
 
Hoops Madness – “Meet the Indians” Blue/White Scrimmage provides an opportunity to 
see all of the basketball teams in action.  The event will be held on November 16th in the 
Arena, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Admission is free, but the booster organizations are asking 
for donations of supply items for the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams or canned goods.  
Supplies for teams include items such as laundry detergent, dry erase markers, towels, etc.  
Any donation will put your name in the drawing for a UK basketball autographed by John 
Calipari.   
 
Student Attendance – MSE claimed the daily and weekly-high attendance titles for the 
third week in a row with 96% on Tuesday and 95.05% for the week! 
 
Download Our App – Montgomery County Schools is excited to announce that our mobile 
app is now available!  The app is a central place for students, families, staff and community 
members to stay informed about what’s happening in the school district.  App users can see 
school and district calendars, read the latest news, view videos and more.  Download the 
Montgomery County Schools app today from the App Store or Google Play.  Click here for 
instructions to download the app. 
 
Dates: 
 

• Nov. 8 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 8 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m. 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 8:30 a.m., MSE 

http://www.montgomery.kyschools.us/userfiles/2407/My%20Files/MOBILE%20APP.pdf?id=552935


• Nov. 9 – Veterans’ Day Celebration, 1:15 p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 9:00 

a.m., Mapleton 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 9:30 

a.m., McNabb 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Celebration, 1:00 

p.m., MCIS 
• Nov. 10 – Veterans’ Day Assembly, 2:30-

3:30 p.m., MCHS 
• Nov. 14 – District High Attendance Day 
• Nov. 14 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 

p.m. 
• Nov. 14 – McNabb Beta Club Initiation, 

7:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 15 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Nov. 16 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m.   
• Nov. 16 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m.   
• Nov. 21– Board of Education Meeting, 

6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Nov. 22-24 – No School – Thanksgiving 

Break 
• Nov. 27 – Born Learning Parent 

Workshop, 5:30 p.m., Early Learning 
Center 

• Nov. 28 – Dr. Robert Haynes Spring 
Musical Auditions for Addams Family, 
3:45 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Teaching Problem Solving in a Fourth-Grade Classroom 
(Originally titled “From Answer-Getters to Problem Solvers”) 
                “Today’s world requires problem solvers, not answer-getters”, says Mike Flynn (Mount 
Holyoke College) in this Educational Leadership article. “Answer-getting is a narrow view of what 
it means to engage in mathematics. It encourages methodologies that focus on direct teaching of 
procedures and the use of mnemonic devices and other tricks for students to remember steps for 
performing calculations.”  
                Flynn goes on to describe a fourth-grade problem-solving lesson he conducted using Dan 
Meyer’s three-act instructional approach: 

MCIS students wore pink on Tuesday in 
honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

Thanks to a generous donation, Ms. 
Jenkins received this piano to use in her 

classroom at Mapleton. 



                • Act I: A hook to spark curiosity and focus on a question – Flynn showed students a video 
in which he held a roll of bills and then rolled the bills across the floor – they were taped together 
in one long line. He asked students what they noticed, eliciting a range of comments and 
questions: How did you get the bills to stick together? How many bills were there? Were they all 
the same denomination? Where did you get them? How much money was there all together?  
                • Act 2: Information gathering and group work – Flynn asked students what information 
they would need to answer the math questions (having sorted those out that weren’t 
mathematical). Students volunteered that they would need to know the total length of the rolled-
out bills, how long each bill was, whether the bills were stuck together end-to-end or with overlap, 
what denominations of bills were in the roll, and whether all the bills were the same size. Flynn 
answered that they were all one-dollar bills stuck end-to-end, each measuring a little bit longer 
than eight plastic connecting cubes (he demonstrated this with one bill), and told them that the 
total roll laid out measured 179 cubes.  

He then got students working in groups to figure out the total length of the roll. “I walked 
from group to group observing their work, listening to conversations, and at times asking probing 
questions to get a sense of what students were thinking,” says Flynn. “I refrained from any direct 
teaching because the purpose of three-act tasks is to allow students to navigate their own solution 
pathways.” When he saw incorrect solutions emerging, he made note of them but didn’t intervene. 
                • Act 3: Presentation of different strategies and closure – Flynn called the class together and 
started by writing each group’s answer on chart paper: 21, 22, 23, and 22 r3 (the last answer was 
the most common but it caused some confusion since “remainder 3” didn’t make sense to some 
students). Flynn then had each group give its rationale, starting with one group he’d observed 
having a thoughtful discussion. The crux of this group’s solution, and others subsequently called 
on, was how to deal with the little bit of each dollar bill that was longer than the eight cubes. Some 
groups added it to the total length, one subtracted it. Then one group’s spokesperson said (with 
the help of a sketched diagram), “Each time you add a dollar, the cubes are kind of moving over, 
right? We figured the last dollar, number 22, would have part of a stack of eight cubes and then the 
three extras. So, it’s 22 dollars.” Flynn then showed the remainder of his video, in which he counts 
out the bills – there were 22. Cheers and high-fives from students.  
                Flynn wonders how the class would have gone if he’d given students a worksheet with the 
problem 179 ÷ 8 instead. He believes there would have been none of the engagement, curiosity, 
collaboration, and work – and much less learning. “Students were invested because the task was 
interesting and contextualized,” he says. “There was something perplexing about the situation, and 
they wanted resolution. It was also visual, so students could operate on intuition without language 
getting in the way.”  
                Flynn lists websites that have similar problem-solving resources for a variety of grade 
levels: 

- Robert Kaplinsky’s search engine: http://robertkaplinsky.com/prbl-search-engine  
- Dan Meyer’s tasks for older students: http://blog.mrmeyer.com  
- Graham Fletcher’s K-5 collection: https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons/  
- Another problem-solving resource is 101 Questions: www.101qs.com  

 

http://robertkaplinsky.com/prbl-search-engine
http://blog.mrmeyer.com/
https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons/
http://www.101qs.com/


“From Answer-Getters to Problem Solvers” by Mike Flynn in Educational Leadership, October 2017 
(Vol. 75, #2, p. 26-31), available for ASCD members at http://bit.ly/2zRq5Yh; Flynn can be 
reached at mflynn@mtholyoke.edu.  
 
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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