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Quote of the Week – “Character is the total of thousands of small daily strivings to live 
up to the best that is in us.” – Lt. Gen. Arthur Trudeau 
 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership – Emily Donaldson was chosen by a faculty committee 
as the 2018-19 Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) representative.  HOBY allows 
high school sophomores to recognize their leadership talents and apply them in 
becoming effective, ethical leaders in their home, school, workplace and community.  
Emily will attend a four-day seminar at Berea College with other talented sophomore 
leaders from across the state.  She will participate in hands-on leadership activities, meet 
Kentucky leaders, and explore her own personal leadership skills while learning how to 
make a positive impact in her community.  Congratulations, Emily! 
 

COUNTS 
 

Every VTE 

Reading Interventionists and 
classroom teachers recently 

attended the Kentucky 
Reading Association 

conference. 



Elementary Career Fair – Fourth and fifth grade 
students from all four elementary schools participated 
in a Career Fair held last Friday in the MCHS Arena.  
Students were able to visit many different stations 
highlighting possible career paths.   
 
Football Advances to Second-Round – The Indians 
faced Dixie Heights Friday night and came out with the 
‘W’.  MCHS will play at Covington Catholic in a second-
round game. 
 
Wendy’s High School Heisman – We want to congratulate Eden Covington and Jay Eads as 
both were selected school winners in the Wendy’s High School Heisman.  Wendy’s recognizes 
both Eden and Jay as high character student-athletes who have displayed excellence and 
integrity both on and off the field.  For these two students, taking the easy way out or cutting 
corners isn’t an option and Wendy’s is proud to honor their dedication.   
 

Busy Days at FBLA – The Montgomery County 
FBLA chapter is always up to something.  
Members can be found working on various 
school and community service projects or 
touring area businesses while developing 
leadership skills. 
 
Listed below are recent accomplishments by 
FBLA: 
 

1. FBLA partnered with Kentucky Organ Donors (KODA) and the County Circuit Clerk in 
order to raise awareness and register individuals to become an organ and tissue donor. 

2. Twenty-one FBLA members participated in the school grounds cleanup last month and 
gained community service hours.   

3. Members traveled to Winchester to tour the Ale-8 factory and Creative Coffees.  The 
purpose of this field trip was to teach members about the way some of the most 
successful businesses in the area operate. 

 
Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet – Congratulations to senior Justin Korossy and 
Mrs. Kim Barnes, who were recognized on Thursday evening at the Mt. Sterling-Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet.  Justin received the Stellar Student 
Award and Mrs. Barnes was honored as the Enthusiastic Educator of the Year.   
 
Student Attendance – The highest one day attendance for the week was achieved by 
Northview with 97.95% on Tuesday.  However, MSE had the highest attendance for the 
week with 95.91%. 
 
Dates:  



 
• Nov. 8 – Veterans Day Ceremony, 2:45 p.m., MCHS Barn  
• Nov. 8 – Student Led Conferences & Family Dinner Night, 5:30-7:30 p.m., MSE 
• Nov. 8 – Blue-White Scrimmage, 6:00-8:00 p.m., MCHS Arena 
• Nov. 8 – Parent/Student Drug Awareness Night, 6:00-8:00 p.m., McNabb 

Auditorium & Library 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Program, 8:30 a.m., Northview 
• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Program, 9:00 a.m., Mapleton  
• Nov. 9 – Veterans Day Assembly, 9:30 a.m., McNabb  
• Nov. 9 – Community Dinner at Jeffersonville Community Center, 6:00-7:30 

p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 12 – Veterans Day Performance, 8:30 a.m., MSE 
• Nov. 12 – Veterans Day Celebration, 1:30 p.m., Camargo 
• Nov. 14 – Drive 4 UR School Event (for MCHS After Prom), 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 

p.m., MCHS Parking Lot 
• Nov. 20 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Nov. 21-23 – No School – Thanksgiving Break 
• Nov. 29 – Operation Preparation, McNabb 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Jennifer Gonzalez on Note-Taking 
              In this Cult of Pedagogy article, Jennifer Gonzalez reports on her perusal of three 
decades of research on the best way for students to take notes on: 

- Classroom lectures; 
- Videos in a flipped or blended environment; 
- Assigned handouts or textbook chapters; 
- Research for a project; 
- Authentic tasks during a Genius Hour; 
- Field trips. 

These are all situations where students need to capture information for future reference. 
Gonzalez gained the following insights: 
            • Note-taking helps students remember. “The thinking behind this,” says Gonzalez, “is 
that note-taking requires effort. Rather than passively taking information in, the act of 
encoding the information into words or pictures forms new pathways in the brain, which 
stores it more firmly in long-term memory.” In addition, students can access their notes at 
other times to refresh and reinforce the information.  
            • More-detailed notes are better. Studies have found that detailed, comprehensive 
notes result in better learning. Brevity is not a virtue when it comes to retention. 



            • Explicit instruction on note-taking strategies is helpful. This is especially true for 
students with learning disabilities. The Cornell Notes system is an example of an effective 
strategy that can be taught. Having been exposed to different approaches and the rationale 
behind them, students could be encouraged to choose the one that works best for them. 
            • Visuals boost the power of notes. Sketches, diagrams, and drawings improve the 
memory of concepts, terms, and relationships.  
            • Revision, collaboration, and pausing are effective strategies. Teachers might consider 
stopping a lecture or video to give students a chance to review, consolidate, and chat about 
their notes up to that point. 
            • Scaffolding increases retention. One strategy is guided notes (a.k.a. skeleton or 
skeletal): the instructor provides an outline with spaces for students to fill in more detail as 
the lecture proceeds. A less-structured approach is providing verbal cues like, “This is an 
important point” or “Be sure to add this to your notes.”  
            • Providing instructor notes improves learning. This would seem to do too much of the 
work for students, but it’s helpful when students get complete, well-written, instructor-
prepared notes after they’ve taken their own. Teachers can deal with students being 
tempted to not take notes (because they’ll receive them at the end of the class) by (a) 
building in pair sharing of notes; (b) monitoring students’ notes, either during or after the 
class; (c) giving a small grade for quality; and (d) sharing research with students about the 
power of the one-two approach.  
            • Handwritten notes produce better retention than digital notes. This has led some 
teachers and professors to forbid the use of laptops for note-taking. However, says 
Gonzalez, the research on this is quite young and there’s an argument for allowing laptops 
so students learn how to deal with the temptations for multitasking that laptops 
continually present. Students might also be asked to experiment with both approaches and 
do action research on which results in better learning and retention. 
 
“Note-Taking: A Research Roundup” by Jennifer Gonzalez in The Cult of Pedagogy, 
September 9, 2018, https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/note-taking/  
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
 
 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/note-taking/
mailto:matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us


 


	Jennifer Gonzalez on Note-Taking

