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Quote of the Week – “People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, 
but people will never forget how you made them feel.” – Maya Angelou 
 
Seventh-Grader Wins Yes I Can Award – Nicholas Madrigal 
received the 2017 Yes I Can Award in the area of academics at 
the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Yes I Can Award 
Ceremony last week at the Galt House in Louisville.  Nicholas was 
also selected as a National winner and will attend an award 
ceremony in Tampa, Florida in February.  The Yes I Can program 
recognizes the accomplishments of students with 
exceptionalities in six categories: academics, arts, school and 
community activities, self-advocacy, technology, and transition. 
CEC is proud to honor Nicholas Madrigal with this award.    
 

MSE Leadership Visits Sterling Food Coalition 
– This month the student leadership group at 
Mount Sterling Elementary continued their 
outreach project with a visit to the Sterling 

Carmela Fletcher-Green was officially 
sworn in as a board member at 

Tuesday night’s board meeting.  She 
joins the Montgomery County Board 
of Education to finish out the term of 
office for this seat, which expires at 

the end of 2018. 



Community Food Coalition.  While there the students stocked the shelves with fresh 
produce and many other food items.  The students were excited to know that they were 
helping organize the space that will be used to provide food for those in need within our 
community.   
 
Student Attendance – Congratulations to Mount Sterling Elementary for once more having 
the highest one day and weekly student attendance, with 94.03% on 11/20 and 93.05% for 
the week. 
 
School Closings – Please be reminded that if school is canceled or delayed, employees will 
receive a OneCall notification.  If you have not been receiving OneCalls, please check with 
your school office to ensure that your name is added.  Additionally, weather dismissal 
decisions will be posted on the district website, Facebook and Twitter sites, WMST, and 
Lexington television stations. 
 
Discount Days – Current Kentucky State government employees and teachers with a valid 
employee ID will receive a 20% discount from December 4 – December 15 at the Kentucky 
Artisan Center by presenting their ID at checkout.  The Kentucky Artisan Center features 
fine art and crafts including jewelry, music, books, photographs, prints, specialty food and 
more!  The Artisan Center is open daily from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. and is just off I-75 at the 
Berea exit 77. 
 
Dates: 
 

• Nov. 27 – Born Learning Parent Workshop, 5:30 p.m., Early Learning Center 
• Nov. 28 – Dr. Robert Haynes Spring Musical Auditions for Addams Family, 

3:45 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• Dec. 2 – Lunch with Santa, 12:00-5:00 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria (There will be a 

spaghetti lunch, craft bazaar and pictures with Santa.  All proceeds go to the 
MCHS Bands.) 

• Dec. 7 – Best Christmas Pageant Ever, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Dec. 7 – MCIS Orchestra Winter Concert – 5th Grade @ 6:00 p.m., 6th Grade @ 

7:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 11-15 – MSE Santa Shop 
• Dec. 11 – Camargo PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m.  
• Dec. 12 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 12 – McNabb Orchestra Winter Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 13 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 13 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m.   
• Dec. 14 – Student Holiday Showcase, 5:00-5:45 p.m., Camargo 
• Dec. 14 – Holiday Celebration, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 



• Dec. 14 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 14 – MCHS Orchestra Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 18 – Sterling Academy of Dance 

Nutcracker Performance, Mapleton 
• Dec. 18 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 

p.m. 
• Dec. 19 – MSE 4th Grade Christmas 

Dinner 
• Dec. 19 - Board of Education Meeting, 

6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Dec. 19 – MCHS Vocal Music Winter 

Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 20 – Christmas Parties, Mapleton 

and MSE 
• Dec. 20 – Polar Express Day, Camargo 
• Dec. 21 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 21-Jan. 2 – No School – Christmas Break 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Keys to Success in Dual Enrollment and Early-College High Schools 
            “In a world where most jobs at a living wage require at least some postsecondary education 
or training,” say Joel Vargas, Sarah Hooker, and Carol Gerwin (Jobs for the Future) in this article in 
Phi Delta Kappan, “earning a high-school diploma is a necessary but insufficient step toward 
supporting oneself and one’s family… The best preparation for college success is supported, 
structured immersion of students in postsecondary education experiences. And as the last stop in 
compulsory education, high schools have an obligation to provide a smooth transition to the 
voluntary postsecondary system, enabling as many people as possible to earn credentials that are 
key to good jobs.”  

The problem is that far too many students don’t make the leap from high school graduation 
to college success: only 54.8 percent of students who enter college earn a degree within six years, 
and for African-American and Hispanic students, the graduation rate is about 20 percent lower 
than their white and Asian peers. But students in early-college high schools that offer dual 
enrollment in partner postsecondary institutions do much better because they get academic 
acceleration, build a college-going identity, have an smoother transition, and have expanded 
options once they get to college. Some recent data: 

- 90% of early-college students graduate from high school (versus 78% nationally). 

Carpentry students have installed 
doors and windows in the Habitat for 

Humanity house. 



- 30% of early college students earn an associate’ degree or postsecondary certificate with 
their high-school diploma compared to very few nationally. 

- After high school, early college graduates are more likely to persist in higher education and 
earn a degree within 1-2 years than peers who didn’t attend early colleges.  

Early-college results are strongest for low-income students and others who are historically 
underrepresented in higher education.  
            But how can families be sure students are getting college-level work in dual-enrollment 
courses? Are these classes watered down to make them accessible to high-school students? Are we 
softening the distinction between high school and college? “In other words,” say Vargas, Hooker, 
and Gerwin, “as we strive to make high school more like college, are we making college too much 
like high school?” 
            Their answer is that if three conditions are met, dual-enrollment programs can have 
integrity and be a vital bridge for students who might not otherwise attend college: 
            • Faculty quality – High-school instructors who teach dual-enrollment courses must have 
the same qualifications as other college faculty. These courses should be indistinguishable from 
college courses, which means organizing mentoring, professional development, and oversight of 
the instructors. 
            • Curriculum quality – Courses taught on the high-school campus should follow the same 
syllabus as those at the partner college, use the same assessments, and follow the same grading 
policies.  
            • Supports – Early-college high schools should prepare students for academic rigor, cultural 
norms, and college expectations though a comprehensive support system that includes tutoring 
and college counseling. 
 
“Blending High School and College Can Sharpen the Focus of Each” by Joel Vargas, Sarah Hooker, 
and Carol Gerwin in Phi Delta Kappan, November 2017 (Vol. 99, #3, p. 13-18), 
www.kappanmagazine.org; Vargas can be reached at jvargas@jff.org.  
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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