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Quote of the Week – “When given the choice between being right and being kind, 
choose kind.” – Dr. Wayne W. Dyer 
 
Civics Leadership Group Visits Sterling Food Coalition 
–Mapleton's November Service Learning Project was a 
food drive to be donated to the Sterling Community Food 
Coalition.  Mapleton collected 2,545 items over the month 
and on Thursday, the Civics Leadership Group helped 
deliver those items to the pantry.  While there, the 
students volunteered their time to also help stock the 
shelves and assist clients with their bags.  They loved 
getting to see firsthand the impact of their donations for the people in our community.  
 

Little Hands Warming Big Hearts – On Friday, members 
of Camargo Student Council completed their community 
service project, Little Hands Warming Big Hearts.  These 
students have been making blankets for adults and 
babies since the beginning of the school year and 
delivered them to members at Windsor Care and to the 

The MCHS Cheerleading Team won the 10th 
Region Large Varsity Cheerleading Championship 

on Saturday!  They had the second highest 
regional score in the state.  Congratulations! 



nursery unit at Saint Joseph Mount Sterling.  The students sang Christmas carols and 
passed out cards to celebrate the Christmas season.  The supplies and materials were 
generously donated through the Camargo FRC.  The group wrapped up their project by 
taking a tour of Mt. Sterling's History Museum. 
 
MCIS Academic Team Wins at Estill County – 
Congratulations to the MCIS Academic Team!  MCIS 
placed first overall at Estill County Middle School 
over the weekend.  The team also won first place in 
the Quick Recall Match.  Individual winners are: 
Math: 1st Tanner Campbell, 2nd Danika Sparks, 3rd 
Drew Thompson; Language Arts: 4th Kaden Gillum; 
Arts and Humanities: 1st Tanner Campbell, 2nd 
Ethan Hill, 3rd Danika Sparks; Social Studies: 3rd 
Tyson Greer, 6th Eli Leach; Composition: 1st 
Isabella Stanley, 2nd Ellie Tolentino, 4th Clair 
Donaldson. 
 
Student Attendance – Congratulations to Mapleton Elementary for having the district’s 
best student attendance for one day and for the week, with 96.25% on 11/30 and a weekly 
percentage of 95.13. 
 
JROTC Blood Drive – The Montgomery County JROTC will be hosting their annual blood 
drive sponsored by the Kentucky Blood Center this Friday, December 8th.   Four-hundred 
pints of blood are required on a daily basis in each hospital for them to cater to their 
patients properly.  The JROTC welcomes you to participate and save a life.  Participants 
must bring some form of ID on the day of the drive.  
 
Dates: 
 

• Dec. 7 – Best Christmas Pageant Ever, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Dec. 7 – MCIS Orchestra Winter Concert – 5th Grade @ 6:00 p.m., 6th Grade @ 

7:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 8 – MCHS JROTC Blood Drive 
• Dec. 8 – MCIS’s Production of Alice in Wonderland, Jr., 7:30 p.m., MCIS 

Cafeteria 
• Dec. 9 - MCIS’s Production of Alice in Wonderland, Jr., 7:30 p.m., MCIS 

Cafeteria 
• Dec. 10 - MCIS’s Production of Alice in Wonderland, Jr., 2:30 p.m., MCIS 

Cafeteria 
• Dec. 11-15 – MSE Santa Shop 
• Dec. 11 – Camargo PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m.  
• Dec. 12 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m.  



• Dec. 12 – McNabb Orchestra Winter 
Concert, 6:30 p.m. 

• Dec. 13 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 13 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m.   
• Dec. 14 – Student Holiday Showcase, 5:00-

5:45 p.m., Camargo 
• Dec. 14 – Holiday Celebration, 6:00 p.m., 

Camargo 
• Dec. 14 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 14 – MCHS Orchestra Winter Concert, 

7:00 p.m. 
• Dec. 18 – Sterling Academy of Dance 

Nutcracker Performance, Mapleton 
• Dec. 18 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 19 – MSE 4th Grade Christmas Dinner 
• Dec. 19 - Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 

p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Dec. 19 – MCHS Vocal Music Winter 

Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 20 – Christmas Parties, Mapleton and 

MSE 
• Dec. 20 – Polar Express Day, Camargo 
• Dec. 21 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Dec. 21-Jan. 2 – No School – Christmas 

Break 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

A Parent-Teacher Conference That Didn’t Go So Well             
In this Kappan article, Jun-ah Choi (an education professor at St. Peter’s University in New 

Jersey) describes the first parent conference she had with her son Michael’s kindergarten teacher. 
In her volunteering visits to the school up to that point in November, Choi had been greeted 
warmly and told how much her son loved school. She was expecting a good two-way conversation 
with the teacher about the questions she as a parent had, the boy’s family life, how she and her 
husband were raising him, culminating in a teacher-parent partnership to further his education. 
Instead, the teacher showed Michael’s work, explained the progress he’d made in math and 
reading, and said he was a good kid but that he sometimes was silly and misbehaved. Exactly how? 
He had a hard time following the “do-not-pop-the-bubble” rule, meaning he got into other 
children’s space, touching and hitting others in a playful way. 

To show their appreciation, 
seniors Jackson Campbell and 

Mackenzie Green held a lunch for 
custodians last week.  In addition 
to a card, custodians also received 
plungers decorated like trophies.  
Several students designed posters 

and hung them throughout the 
school thanking custodians for 

their hard work. 



“I left the conference feeling disappointed, humiliated, and dumbfounded,” says Choi. 
“According to this teacher’s mental framework, children are either respectful or disruptive, and 
she had already put Michael in the second category. I didn’t want to be on the defensive, I didn’t 
want to apologize for my son’s behavior, and I didn’t want to try to educate the teacher. How could 
I carry out a conversation with someone who does not know me and does not try to know me, who 
offers no analysis and insights but only judgment? So I bowed out. I politely said thank you, and I 
left.” 

“I had expected something fundamentally different,” Choi continues. Instead, that year and 
the next, all she heard was her son’s status “on the spectrum from struggling to smart and where 
he stood on the obedience spectrum (from disruptive to respectful).” Teachers seemed oriented 
around how parents could help them by getting children to obey school rules, helping out in the 
cafeteria, and raising money, all to make teachers’ challenging jobs easier. “But do they care who I 
am,” asks Choi, “how I raise my son, what my struggles are as a parent?... For immigrant and 
nonwhite families like mine, the absence of genuine, two-way communication tends to be 
especially hurtful.”  

Choi’s South Korean upbringing, and the way she and her husband were raising Michael, 
involved a lot of touching and cuddling to show love and no clear boundary between “your” space 
and “my” space. What’s more, Choi was used to living in a cramped apartment where all spaces are 
shared and children don’t have their own bedrooms. Choi expects that as her son gets older, he’ll 
learn to “code-switch” and use different behaviors in school, but in kindergarten, he felt negatively 
labeled. “Mommy,” he said, “I am in the bad behavior group at school.” Choi worries that he’s 
internalizing the belief that his home culture is inferior.  

“I wish that my son’s teachers would meet me at the very beginning of the year and engage 
me in a conversation that continues all year long,” Choi concludes. “I wish that they would invite 
me to look at the curriculum and share my perspective. I wish that I had chances to offer my 
insights about the rules and values that are practiced at my child’s school… Had the school invited 
me to do so, I would have gladly discussed the issue of cultural mismatch and helped Michael’s 
teacher put his ‘misbehavior’ in context. Had there been any real effort to build trust between me 
and the teacher, I would have been more than willing to lend a hand and become more involved.”  
 
“Why I’m Not Involved: Parental Involvement from a Parent’s Perspective” by Jun-ah Choi in Phi 
Delta Kappan, November 2017 (Vol. 99, #3, p. 46-49), http://bit.ly/2zJWWmo; Choi can be 
reached at jchoi1@saintpeters.edu.  
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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