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Quote of the Week – “It is a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept anything but the 
best you very often get it.” – W. Somerset Maugham 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) McNabb’s 6th grade 
academic team finished first place overall in 
the Kentucky Colonels’ Showcase; (2) 
Mapleton had Family Reading Night on 
Tuesday evening; (3) Northview students in 
Mr. Curtis’ class made gingerbread houses for 
the Gateway Regional Arts Center Polar 
Express event held over the weekend; (4) 
Camargo presented The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever; (5) The school system was well 
represented in the regional STLP competition 
this past Thursday; (6) Eighth-grader Ollie Fegenbush was elected Middle School KYA 
Governor for the 2019 conference; (7) Northview Elementary was the winner of the Hope, 
Love and Livi Award for the MCHS   Key Club Food Drive to benefit Sterling Community Food 
Coalition; (8) Senior Alex Coburn signed with Kentucky Christian University on Friday to 
continue her education and play soccer at the next level. 

 



Christmas Parade – The 2018 Mt. Sterling-
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce 
“Hometown Christmas Parade” was successful last 
Monday night.  The district was represented well with 
several participants.  Click here to view the video 
provided by Mound Magazine.  
 

Student Attendance – MSE claimed the 
daily and weekly-high attendance titles 
with 96.01% on Friday and 95.21% for 
the week. Congratulations! 
 
The Tribe Shop – Your one stop MoCo 
shop is now open at MCHS.  The store is 
available to students, staff and families for 
all your MoCo clothing needs and 
accessories.  You can place your order by 
emailing Kayla Crouch. 
 
Dates: 
 

• Dec. 11 – Winter Orchestra Concert, 6:30 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Dec. 11 – Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble Christmas Concert, 7:00 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Dec. 13 – Holiday Celebration, 6:00 p.m., Camargo 
• Dec. 13 – Winter Band Concert, 6:30 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Dec. 14 – Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble Christmas Concert, 7:00 p.m., 

MCHS Auditorium 
• Dec. 18 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 
• Dec. 18 – MCHS Orchestra Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m., MCHS Auditorium 
• Dec. 19 – Holiday Parties, Mapleton 
• Dec. 19 – Christmas Parties, MSE 
• Dec. 20-Jan. 2 – No School – Christmas/New Year’s Break 
• Dec. 28-30 – Gateway Holiday Classic 

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 

Responding Effectively to Students’ Writing 
              In this portion of one of Larry Ferlazzo’s question-and-answer columns in Education 
Week Teacher, Susan Brookhart (Dusquesne University) suggests five steps when giving 
students feedback on their writing: 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/moundmagazine/videos/367006754059843/
mailto:kayla.crouch@montgomery.kyschools.us


              • Make sure students know what qualities their writing should exhibit. For example, if 
they’re writing descriptive paragraphs, they should be clear that their writing should use 
adjectives that describe by telling what something looks, sounds, tastes, smells, or feels like, 
and that readers feel like they are “there,” experiencing whatever is described. Clear 
directions give students a self-assessment checklist for their writing: 

- Are my adjectives descriptive?  
- Do they conjure up sight, sound, taste, smell, or touch?  
- Will my readers feel like they’re really experiencing what I’m describing? 

“The best feedback on student writing,” says Brookhart, “tells students what they want to 
know to get closer to the particular vision of writing they are working on.” 
            • Notice and name at least one thing students did well. “Even the poorest paper has 
something to commend it,” says Brookhart. “Find that and begin your feedback there” so 
students can build on their strengths. Don’t assume that students know which of the 
success criteria they’re meeting. 
            • Suggest one or two immediate improvement steps for the next draft. “Your feedback 
does not need to ‘fix’ everything possible,” says Brookhart. “It only needs to take the 
student’s work to the next level.” 
            • Learn something yourself. Every opportunity to give feedback is also a chance for 
the teacher to learn something about what students are thinking, the status of their writing 
skills, and what they need to learn next.  
            • Give students an immediate opportunity to put the feedback to work. Absent this, a 
lot of feedback will go to waste because kids don’t have a file drawer in their head that 
they’ll access the next time this kind of writing is assigned. “No matter how well-
intentioned the student,” says Brookhart, “this just isn’t how it works.”  
 
“Q&A with Larry Ferlazzo” in Education Week Teacher, November 17, 2018,  
https://bit.ly/2E9PKSr 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have 
questions about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday 
Minute, please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us. 
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