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Quote of the Week – “Never limit yourself because of others’ limited imagination.” – Zig 
Ziglar 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! – Enjoy this holiday season with your family, 
friends, and loved ones.  Have a wonderful and restful break.  See you on January 3, 2018. 

 
Holiday Celebration – Mr. Fonda worked very hard with 
Camargo students preparing them for the school holiday 
celebration. Classes from each grade level performed in 
front of the entire school to educate them on the different 
versions of Christmas around the world.  
 
Student and Family Spreading Christmas Cheer – 
Freshman Caleb Haynes and his family make handmade 
Christmas gifts each week for random students at MCHS.  

Camargo’s Holiday Celebration 



Timothy Rodriguez, an eleventh-grader, was last week’s recipient of Caleb’s act of 
kindness.   
 
Ready for Santa – A group of students at Mapleton designed and 
constructed gingerbread houses on Friday.   

 
ATC Announces November Students of the Month – The ATC 
recently presented Preston Crump and Meghan Lawill each with a 
certificate of achievement and prize for earning November 
Students of the Month.  In order to be nominated for the award, a 
student must have excellent grades in all technical classes, be a 
member of a career and technical student organization, possess a 
good attendance record, and portray outstanding behavior. 
 

Leadership Montgomery County – December 14th was 
Education Day for the 2017 Class of Leadership 
Montgomery County.  Participants toured Camargo 
Elementary, Mt. Sterling Elementary, Montgomery 
County High School, McNabb Middle School, the 
Transportation Department compound, and Chenault 
Agriculture Center. 
 

Student Attendance – MSE earned the highest one-day attendance for the second week in a 
row with 94.81% on Monday, December 11th.  MCIS claimed the weekly high attendance 
with 93.18%. 
 
MCEA Fundraiser for Angel Tree – Thanks to programs like the Angel Tree, many students 
in our community are provided with gifts and their families alleviated of some of the stress 
this time of the year can bring.  In an effort to help support our Family Resource & Youth 
Service Centers, the Montgomery County Education Association hosted several fundraisers 
throughout the year.  MCEA was able to provide $250 to each school to help buy gifts for 
their angels.  MCEA is thrilled with this total and it would not have been possible without 
you. 
 
 
 
Dates:  
 

• Dec. 18 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 
p.m. 

Camargo Elementary paired up with 
Camargo First Church of God and the local 
Fire Department and hosted a Christmas 

Dinner to show appreciation to the 
Camargo Community. 



• Dec. 19 – MSE 4th Grade Christmas 
Dinner 

• Dec. 19 - Board of Education Meeting, 
6:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria 

• Dec. 19 – MCHS Vocal Music Winter 
Concert, 7:30 p.m. 

• Dec. 20 – Christmas Parties, Mapleton 
• Dec. 20 – Polar Express Day, Camargo 

and MSE 
• Dec. 21 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 

p.m. 
• Dec. 21-Jan. 2 – No School – 

Christmas Break  
• Jan. 5 – Science Fair, Camargo 
• Jan. 9 – KHEA Representative will help 

seniors and parents with FASFA, 1:00-
6:00 p.m., MCHS Computer Lab 

• Jan. 9 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 
p.m. 

• Jan. 10 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 
p.m. 

• Jan. 10 – MSE SBDM Meeting, 3:30 p.m.   
• Jan. 12 – Donuts with Dad, MSE   
• Jan. 15 – No School – Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 
• Jan. 16 – McNabb SBDM Meeting, 5:30 

p.m.   
• Jan. 18 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
• Jan. 18 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Jan. 22-26 – MSE Kindness Week 
• Jan. 24 – Camargo Spelling Bee 
• Jan. 25 – MSE Book Fair Family Night, 

3:00-7:00 p.m. 
• Jan. 29 – No School – Teacher Planning 

Day 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Note-Taking 101 
              In this article in Edutopia, John Rich (Delaware State University) says that when students 
take notes and study them in specific ways, they think about class content at a more conceptual, 

The MCHS Winter Orchestra Concert was 
held Thursday night. 

Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade band 
members performed at McNabb last 

week. 

Preschoolers at the ELC had a  
special visitor. 



metacognitive level and retention improves. He suggests six strategies for taking notes and 
making the best use of them after class: 
              • Organize the blank page. Students should draw a vertical line about a third of the way 
across each sheet and take notes in the wider column, leaving the narrower one blank. After class, 
they use the left-hand column to create questions to quiz themselves on the class notes. Questions 
shouldn’t be merely factual but apply the content or link it to other resources. 
              • Pen beats laptop. Research has shown that taking notes in longhand involves deeper 
processing than computer note-taking. “Typing on a device tends to be mere transcription,” says 
Rich, “while longhand involves summarizing and interpreting.” 
              • Use abbreviations for speed. Shortcuts for frequently used words – b/c for because and 
chem for chemistry – save writing time and allow students to capture more of the content as it’s 
delivered.  
              • Make use of the margins. If students have comments or questions during instruction, they 
should jot them on the edges of their note-taking pages so they can save working memory for 
what’s being said in class, and then come back to their queries later. 
              • Link class content to the textbook and outside reading. The more connections students 
make between what’s presented and discussed in class and material they’re reading outside class, 
the better their recall and understanding will be. 
              • Put in the time. There’s a big payoff in reviewing notes after class and answering the 
questions in the left-hand column.  
              In an aside, Rich describes a study by William Balch in which students in two sections of 
the same college course were given different messages about an upcoming exam. One section was 
told that the exam would be all multiple-choice, the other that it would consist of short-answer 
and essay questions. In the end, both sections were given a multiple-choice exam, but students 
who thought they were going to have to write out their answers outperformed those who 
prepared for a multiple-choice test. Students preparing for a multiple-choice test worked on 
memorizing facts and terms, while those preparing for written answers studied to understand and 
process content at a higher, more conceptual level. Intriguingly, those who studied for a higher 
purpose were able to do better on a less cognitively demanding test. 
 
“6 Strategies for Taking High-Quality Notes” by John Rich in Edutopia, October 2, 2017,  
https://www.edutopia.org/article/6-strategies-taking-high-quality-notes; Rich can be reached 
at jrich@desu.edu. 
 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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