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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Montgomery County Board of Education Authorizes Legal Action  
Against E-Cigarette Manufacturers 

Lawsuit will seek to recoup costs associated with student vaping 
 
The Montgomery County Board of Education (MCBOE) authorized legal action Tuesday, January 21, 2020 against 
manufacturers, distributors and sellers of electronic cigarettes and vaping products in an effort to reduce teen 
vaping and recoup costs associated with student use of the products.  
 
In a unanimous vote, the board approved a resolution to seek compensation for the time and resources 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) has spent counseling, educating and disciplining students for vaping-
related incidents, and to protect its students from the dangers associated with vaping.  This litigation will come at 
no cost to taxpayers and district funds will not be allocated for legal fees.   
 
“Montgomery County Schools has taken many steps to bring awareness to students and families about the 
potential dangers of vaping and using e-cigarettes including partnering with Montgomery County Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Prevention Team (MC ADAPT), hosting community forums, and providing our students with the facts 
about the dangers,” Montgomery County Schools Superintendent Dr. Matt Thompson said.  “The action taken by 
the board today is another step in addressing those concerns.  It is clear that JUUL, other electric cigarette and 
vaping product manufacturers market to young people and are potentially putting their health at risk with these 
products.”   
 
“Student safety always comes first,” he added.  “Legal action, along with our continued and concerted attention 
to the matter, shows the commitment of our board and our district to protect children.” 
 
Youth vaping is at epidemic levels locally and nationally, fueled in part by aggressive marketing to young people 
with appealing, kid-friendly flavors like cotton candy and gummi bear, and misleading safety information.    
 
Over the past few years, the number of vaping incidents have increased dramatically and has affected all levels of 
schools reaching down even into the elementary grades. 



 
At least seven other Kentucky school districts – Bullitt County, Fayette County, Jefferson County, Jessamine 
County, Madison County, Marion County, and Warren County – have authorized similar lawsuits.  
 
The legal action is being handled by attorney Ronald Johnson and his law firm Hendy Johnson Vaughn & Emery of 
Louisville. 
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